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A NOTE ABOUT FALL WORSHIP TIMES AND A NEW WEDNESDAY
SCHEDULE

Over the summer we took some time to evaluate our fall worship times. We believe worshiping together is the foundation
on which the church is built. We love to see our pews filled with familiar faces and new friends. A survey regarding
children's ministries was sent to Sunday and Wednesday School parents in July. Results show that parents feel attending
church with their children is a high priority. After a lot of discussion, we determined the Sunday worship and education
schedule used in 2019 worked well and allows for families to worship together. However, we did make some adjustments
to the Wednesday evening worship and education schedule, shifting it a little later, to better accommodate the needs of
our congregation. It also allows for worship and Wednesday school to occur concurrently for those who prefer that
option. We encourage you to check out the fall worship and education times posted below and we are excited to see
many of you back this fall.

FALL WORSHIP & EDUCATION TIMES

Fall is right around the corner which means we will soon be resuming our fall worship schedule and activities!
As a reminder, our summer worship schedule will run through September 11.

Sunday Schedule (beginning September 12):
Worship 8:30 a.m.
Sunday School 9:30-10:20 a.m.
Worship 10:30 a.m.

Wednesday Schedule (beginning September 15):

Dinner 5-6:30 p.m.*
Worship 6 p.m.
Wednesday School 6-6:50 p.m.
Confirmation 7-8 p.m.
*please see the article on the next page "Calling All Cooks and Foodies"

SUNDAY SCHOOL/WEDNESDAY SCHOOL & CONFIRMATION
REGISTRATIONS ARE NOW OPEN
Hey parents, watch your email and mail for
communication regarding fall programming. To register
your child, visit olivet.org. We can't wait to have our
youth back in the building on Sunday mornings and
Wednesday evenings!

WORSHIP SERVICES
Sundays: 9 a.m. in-person in the Sanctuary,
10 a.m. radio broadcast on WDAY 970 AM &
93.1 FM, and online anytime at olivet.org
Wednesdays: 5:45 p.m. in the outdoor worship area

WORSHIP LEADERS
Senior Pastor Kris Gorden
Pastor
Bill Boelter
Pastor
Tiffany Sundeen
Music
Marlys Herring
Music
Sarah Morrau

OFFICE HOURS Monday-Thursday 8:30 a.m.-4:30 p.m. Friday 8:30 a.m.-noon

CONNECT WITH US
Phone: 701.235.6603
Email: info@Olivet.org
Web: www.Olivet.org
Facebook.com/olivetlutheran
Instagram.com/olivet_fargo

News & Events

PASTOR'S PEN

Written by Pastor Tiffany Sundeen

“Awe came upon everyone because many wonders and signs were being done by the apostles. All who believed were
together and had all things in common; they would sell their possessions and goods and distribute the proceeds[j] to all, as
any had need. Day by day, as they spent much time together in the temple, they broke bread at home[k] and ate their food
with glad and generous[l] hearts, praising God and having the goodwill of all the people.” Acts 2:43-46
Did you know that followers of Jesus were called people of the WAY? Why? Because they lived in a weird way compared to
everyone else. Look at the scripture above and we get a glimpse of why. Jesus’ followers made sure they fed the hungry,
gathered for worship, helped those in need, and did many other wonders. They lived that “Way”. When people encounter
Jesus, they experienced grace, gladness and generosity. If you think about this past week, where have you seen Jesus? And
how did you experience grace? Jesus helps us open our hearts and minds to our neighbors around us. We hear stories about
what is happened in Biblical times, but it is still happening today.
Jesus helps us see a need and then meet a need as Olivet Food Pantry has begun accepting donations to start the process of
restocking our shelves. 1 in 10 people in Fargo need food assistance. So our Olivet food pantry is preparing to reopen on
September 20. As of July 20, we had collected over 1,500 pounds of food. Our team has now set a goal of ONE TON (2,000
pounds) of food collected to be available by September 20! Pick up a blue Gate City bag, fill it and bring it back to grace a
neighbor who will be stopping by soon.
Jesus helps us see a need and then meet a need as we hear about Churches United for the Churches United Annual
Community Picnic. It will take place on Thursday, August 12, 2021 from 5:30-7:30 p.m. at the large shelter at Gooseberry
Park in Moorhead. Everyone is invited. For many years Olivet has been a major sponsor of the community picnic. Because
the event is free and open to the public, our goal this year is to raise at least $1,000 to offset costs related to the picnic.
Many people have already donated to make this possible so volunteers can be thanked, community can be enhanced, and
guests can come together in a mission that makes such an impact on people who need a place to stay.
Jesus helps us see a need and then meet a need as Olivet is partnering with Golden Drive Homeless Kids. There are currently
roughly 1,000 homeless people in the Fargo-Moorhead area at this moment. (We partnered with Gold Drive Homeless Kids at
Christmas time to provide toys for kids for our 2020 version of the Giving Tree. The cool part is that the parents got to
choose the toys for their kids, wrap them, and give them to their children.) Some things kids who face homeless could some
help with are the following: Sweatshirts/pants, Throws, Combs/brushes, Shampoo, Body wash, Bras, Pillows, Nail clippers,
Toothpaste/toothbrush, Gum, Deodorants, Female hygiene products, Razors, and Shaving cream. Drop any of these items
off at church or have them sent here and we will get them to the kids. All donations make an impact. Seeing the relief on a
child’s face when they have what they need is priceless.
Jesus helps us see a need and meet a need as we bring a towel set for YWCA shelter. Many women and their children leave
domestic violence situations without much of anything. Each of them receives a towel set with a bath towel, hand towel and
wash cloth. It is something new own as she and her children begin a new life. Something so simple can give a neighbor a
glimpse of her unfolding new life. Just drop the towels off at the church office. Also, this summer’s women’s circle offering
is all going towards towel sets.
As Jesus helps us see a need and meet a need, there is an incredible blessing that occurs. As we enter this last month of
summer, may God open our hearts and minds and eyes to where Jesus is showing up and help us experience grace.
Blessings,
Pastor Tiffany

REQUEST A HYMN

Thank you for your enthusiastic response last Sunday, suggesting hymns to
be sung during communion. In just that one Sunday, 34 different hymns
were offered up, with several hymns being mentioned more than once! I
Love To Tell the Story was requested several times, obviously a most-loved
hymn.
Let's do this one more Sunday. Use the sticky note in your bulletin and
offer up your suggestion for a hymn to be sung during communion. The two
hymns for communion this morning are the first couple from our Hymn
Round-Up! Enjoy, and sing from your heart. It is such a privilege to make
music with you! -Marlys
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FINANCIAL UPDATE

For the month of June, our income was slightly under budget and our expenses were slightly over budget. Although we have
returned to in-person worship, summer attendance is traditionally lower than the rest of the year, and we have not yet
returned to passing the offering plate during worship. Both of these factors directly affect our income.
Our year to date financials show our income ahead of budget and our expenses under budget. While these are wonderful
items to report, we expect to see our expenses begin to align with our budgeted numbers as we ramp up our fall
programming in the next few weeks.
We are grateful for your generous gifts, both large and small, as they allow us to continue our ministry in so many ways.

Conventional Giving/Income
Special Appeals
Designated Funds
Operating Income
Operating Expenses
Net Operating Revenue
Commissions Income
Commissions Expenses

June 2021
Actual
$74,873.09

June 2021
Mission Plan
$76,757.67

$0.00

$0.00

$25,115.00

$25,115.00

$99,988.09
$(125,002.75)

$101,872.67
$(118,912.11)

$(25,014.66)
$7,127.83
$(3,323.65)
$(21,210.48)

$(17,039.44)
$23,375.83
$(11,997.49)
$(5,661.10)

vs. Budget

$(1,884.58)
$0.00
$0.00
$(1,884.58)
$6,090.64
$(7,975.22)
$(16,248.00)
$8,673.84
$(15,549.38)

MEMBER UPDATE SUSAN & JOHN HELGELAND
by Susan Rae Helgeland, July 2021

Dear friends at Olivet Lutheran Church how we miss you even though we
only have been in Sturgis, SD for three weeks. My husband John was
diagnosed with Alzheimer’s in late November, 2020. I decided on January
1, 2021 that we should to be closer to family in order to have the support
we both need. It was a difficult decision since we have such wonderful
memories of our time at Olivet. I am grieving the loss of my husband’s
intellect and our stimulating conversations. However I am celebrating the
over three decades we did have together and the joys and adventures we
have experienced.
We are currently living with my sister in Boulder Canyon, 4 miles west of
Sturgis. She has a Beagle and John loves to have the dog sit in his lap and
enjoy looking at the many vistas of the Black Hills. My son and his family
live 1 mile west of my sister’s home and they are remodeling their double
car garage into a one bedroom, one bath home for us. We are calling it the
Boulder Park Casita! We are blessed to have nieces Carole Skalsky and
Teresa Forbes and their families living in Sturgis also. We are loved and
supported by many family members and I am grateful.
Over 400 books were taken off of our shelves at our Moorhead home on
June 24, 2021. Pastor Tiffany and Eli Heyer did all the work and promised
to find the books good homes and my heartfelt thanks to both of them for
this great effort. Thanks to Deacon Brenda Bauer for all of her wisdom
and support and to Olivet member, Jennie Millerhagen, for her many kind
deeds to help make the move easier. May the blessings of our Lord be
with you all and keep us in your prayers as we will keep Olivet in our
prayers.

2021 YTD
Actual
$630,183.75
$17,490.10
$109,325.00
$756,998.85
$(721,129.83)
$35,869.02
$53,490.23
$(32,839.96)
$56,519.29

2021 YTD
Mission Plan

$602,741.67
$16,720.10
$109,325.00
$728,786.77
$(734,586.34)
$(5,799.57)
$73,361.98
$(53,469.44)
$14,092.97

vs. Budget
$27,442.08
$770.00
$0
$28,212.08
$13,456.51
$41,668.59
$(19,871.75)
$20,629.48
$42,426.32

CALLING ALL COOKS
AND FOODIES

Do you love to cook? Is making a homecooked meal for your friends or family a
way you show you care? In a world where
the drive-thru and scarf-down is par for the
course, would you like to be the reason
someone is able to take a departure from
an otherwise frenzied schedule for a home
cooked meal on Wednesday evenings? If
you answered yes to any of the questions,
keep reading!
We are looking for a team of people to
prepare our Wednesday night dinners.
During the school year, we typically feed
between 125-150 people each Wednesday
evening before worship. In addition, we
have multiple special events, throughout
the year that include a prepared meal.
Without your help, these offerings will
not be possible.
Dinners are typically prepared by 2-3
people on Wednesday afternoons so they
are hot and fresh when 5 p.m. rolls around.
Grocery shopping can happen anytime
during the week. Grab your favorite
recipes, a friend or two, and give us a call
to let us know that you are interested!
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SEE A NEED, MEET A NEED
FOOD DRIVE UPDATE

Our team has set a goal of collecting ONE TON (2,000 pounds) of food to be available by September 20 when we re-open
our food pantry. We are on our way, but not there yet!
If you are ready to help us meet our goal, we have our blue Gate City Bank bags and a printed wish list ready for you to stop by
and pick up outside the church office. Fill the reusable bag with your donations and drop them off at the church.
Our operations this fall will be slightly different with guests driving up to get a box instead of visiting our pantry in the
basement. This will make the ministry more efficient so we can serve more families in our community.
We are also looking for more volunteers to assist with a variety of needs associated with running the food pantry. Please
contact Roger Larson via email if you are able to help: roger@gygtechnologies.com
Thank you for making Olivet a place where people in our community find food and comfort.

BACK TO SCHOOL COLLECTION WITH GOLDEN DRIVE HOMELESS KIDS

In an effort to raise awareness of the homelessness crisis that children in our community experience, Olivet is partnering
with Golden Drive Homeless Kids and collecting items specifically for homeless teenagers in our area.
Items that are needed include:
Sweatshirts/pants
Throws
Combs/brushes

Nail clippers
Toothpaste/toothbrush
Gum

Shampoo
Body wash
Bras

Deodorants
Female hygiene products
Razors

Pillows
Shaving cream

Items can be dropped off at the church anytime between now and August 16. The collected items will be distributed to
Youth Works and area schools as they prepare for the upcoming school year.
Golden Drive Homeless Kids is a 100% non-profit organization. Their mission is to raise awareness of the homelessness
crisis that the children in our community are experiencing.

CHURCHES UNITED COMMUNITY PICNIC

The Churches United Annual Community Picnic will take place on Thursday,
August 12, 2021 from 5:30-7:30 p.m. at the large shelter at Gooseberry Park
in Moorhead. Everyone is invited.
For many years Olivet has been a major sponsor of the community picnic.
Because the event is free and open to the public, our goal this year is to
raise at least $1,000 to offset costs related to the picnic.
The community picnic does three things for Churches United:
Says a big “Thank You!” to the hundreds of adults and youth volunteers
who keep their meal service functioning 365 days a year, who work at
the Dorothy Day Food Pantries, and who help their guests in dozens of
other ways through additional acts of service.
Provides their guests with a fun, and safe summer event to look forward
to.
Builds community. We have been separated this last year and a half due
to COVID and we miss you! Let’s get to know each other and connect
again!
You can make your donation at our worship services, at the church office, or
online. Contact Bob Monson at 701-238-7979 if you have questions. Thank
you in advance for your continued support and generosity to keep this event
available and free to our community.

PREPARE & SERVE MEALS
AT CHURCHES UNITED

For many years Olivet members have
volunteered at Churches United to prepare
and serve meals to those staying at the
shelter. Over the last 12+ months, COVID
has not allowed us to participate in this
ministry, but we are pleased to announce
that we will be resuming our normal
schedule in September! Olivet serves the
first Monday of each month and we typically
we need 4-5 volunteers from 3:30-7 p.m.
If you are interested in helping to prepare
and serve a meal, please contact Gary or
Mary Ann Ouradnik at 701.235.8995 and
they will be happy to provide additional
details and available dates.
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