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EASTER FLOWERS

Please let us know if you would like to help cover the cost of beautifying our Sanctuary and Atrium for Easter. Your donation
enables us to purchase blooming plants, lilies, and palms. Donations can be made online at olivet.org or by mailing a check to
the church office.

HOLY WEEK WORSHIP

We are excited to have you back and worshiping with us this Holy Week. As a reminder, we are asking that you sign up for
worship for the services you plan to attend at olivet.org.

MASK MANDATE

Although the city of Fargo has allowed the mask mandate to expire, Olivet will still be requiring masks be worn when inside
the building. Thank you for your cooperation.

WORSHIP SERVICES
Sundays: 8:30 a.m.* & 10:30 a.m.*
10 a.m. radio broadcast on WDAY 970 AM
Wednesdays: 5:45 p.m.*
*Indicates service is also available online at
olivet.org

WORSHIP LEADERS
Senior Pastor Kris Gorden
Pastor
Bill Boelter
Pastor
Tiffany Sundeen
Music
Marlys Herring
Music
Sarah Morrau

OFFICE HOURS Monday-Thursday 8:30 a.m.-4:30 p.m. Friday 8:30 a.m.-noon

CONNECT WITH US
Phone: 701.235.6603
Email: info@Olivet.org
Web: www.Olivet.org
App: download the MyChurch app
or text "Olivet App" to 77977
Facebook.com/olivetlutheran
Instagram.com/olivet_fargo

News & Events

COUNCIL CORNER

Greetings Olivet. Last month we officially started the new council year by electing our new council members and
approving our 2021 mission plan at the annual meeting. We welcome Shane Brewer, Mary Ann Ouradnik, Vic Youngs, and
Dustin Patch. We’re very happy to have them as part of the group. We had our first council meeting earlier this month and
elected our officers and assigned our commissions.

2021 Executive Commission
President: Steve Wood
Vice President: Jill Christopher
Treasurer: Tracy Lyson
Secretary: Nola Storm

Resource and Development Commission
Tracy Lyson
Michael Raum
Shane Brewer

Worship and Witness Commission
Steve Wood
DeNae Millar
Dustin Patch

Life Long Learning Commission
Jill Christopher
Nancy Morgan
Vic Youngs

Parish Life and Social Outreach Commission
Nola Storm
Dan Hansen
Mary Ann Ouradnik

Next month the council has a retreat with the staff where we strategic plan and set goals. We are all looking forward to
planning more in-person events for 2021 as well as finding new ways to connect the Olivet community.

CONGRATULATIONS, BEV GRAVDAHL

We are pleased to share that Bev Gravdahl has accepted the position of Director of
Health & Outreach Ministries. In this role, Bev's focus will be planning, developing,
organizing, and directing the outreach and health ministry activities for the
congregation.
Bev has been in nursing since 1992 and has a variety of experiences to share. Her career
has included hospital nursing, community/home health, leading statewide and local
health outreach initiatives, and Faith Community Nursing, which has always been her
passion.
Since receiving her Faith Community Nurse Certification, her nursing practice has
always been focused on whole health, integrating body, mind, and spirit. Bev previously
served at Olivet as Parish Nurse Coordinator from 2008-2011. Bev returned to the Olivet
staff in 2017, serving in communications, hospitality, and liturgical arts, while
continuing to operate a home health care business and foot care ministry in the
Fargo/Moorhead area.
Bev has been a member of Olivet since 2006 with her husband, David, and their 5 children, who were all confirmed at Olivet.
Bev is beyond excited, grateful, and honored to to be serving our congregation and community in the role of Director of
Health & Outreach Ministries at Olivet. Along with her role at Olivet, Bev is currently enrolled in online graduate studies at
NDSU, pursing her masters education in Gerontology.
Please join us in celebrating this new role for Bev!

UPDATING YOUR INFORMATION

Has your address or phone number changed? Have you cut the
landline and no longer have a home phone? This is a great time to
update your information with the church office. We have multiple
ways you can update your information:
Give us a call at 701.235.6603
Send us an email at info@olivet.org
Update your information using our online form
or scan this QR code

STEWARDSHIP SNIPPET:
CHARITABLE GIVING & TAX
BREAKS

Did you know that charitable tax deductions not
only let you donate to a good cause, but they can
cut your tax bill at the same time? For the 2021 tax
year, people who take the standard deduction can
deduct up to $300 of cash donations to charity.
The $300 amount is per person. So, if you're
married and filing a joint return, you can deduct a
total of $600 on your 2021 tax return (which you'll
file in 2022). If you have questions on how this
change might affect you, please consult your tax
professional.

News & Events
At Olivet, outreach ministries are an important part of who we are
as a church. Service to those in need in our community and beyond
is a part of our mission. This time of year, we focus on ensuring we
have the financial support to fund our commitment to this
important ministry.
In the past, we have encouraged our members to participate in our
"Fill the Cup" offering during Lent. In addition, Chili and Chocolate,
a longstanding fundraising tradition at Olivet, typically happens in
March. The donations received during these appeals support local &
global outreach ministries.

Throughout Lent and the Easter season, funds raised through the I Love My Church appeal will support outreach ministries. We
have a goal of raising $10,000 through this special offering* which will offset a large portion of our benevolences for the
year. Just like our Lenten and Easter theme of “A Story to Tell”, over the next few weeks we will be sharing stories of how your
support to our outreach ministry partners makes a difference. Thank you for helping Olivet live out its mission.
As we did at the end of 2020, we invite you to give to I Love My Church in honor or in memory of a loved one. A downloadable
certificate is available at Olivet.org and a special insert for donations received by March 31, will be included with the Easter
Sunday bulletin.
*This offering is special to the Lenten season and is designated to support feeding & sheltering ministries. This offering is intended to supplement your regular
giving.

SPOTLIGHT MINISTRY PARTNER: HABITAT FOR HUMANITY

Lake Agassiz Habitat for Humanity (LAHFH) is part of a global, nonprofit housing organization operated on Christian
principles that seeks to put God’s love into action by building homes, communities and hope. They partner with local
businesses, churches and volunteers to help build homes with qualifying families. Volunteers provide most of the labor, and
individual and corporate donors provide money and materials to build Habitat houses. Olivet has been a strong partner with
this organization and continues to bring awareness to work they do. Your donations to the “I Love My Church” appeal are
one way you can help. Habitat is also seeking volunteers to assist with their upcoming faith build beginning in June.
Volunteer opportunities range from construction expertise to serving meals and snacks. If you have questions about how you
can be a part of this build, please reach out to Bev at bgravdahl@olivet.org.

OLIVET IS ON VENMO!

Looking for an easy way to give? Olivet is now on Venmo. Whether
you are looking to fulfill your offering, help fund a special appeal,
or pay for a registration, Venmo is a fast, safe, and easy way to
give. To find Olivet, search @Olivet-Fargo under businesses or
scan the QR code in the image on the left.

NEW LIFE CENTER T-SHIRT DRIVE

In addition to our fundraising goal, we are collecting items most
needed at the New Life shelter. Our goal is to collect 333 items in
3 weeks, with collection running through Easter Sunday, April 4.
Items include new men’s white T-shirts (sizes XL, XXL) and
hygiene kits. We will accept the T-shirt donations at Olivet in the
collection bin located in the entry way. The hygiene kits, along
with other desired items for their residents (including t-shirts),
are available by clicking here (delivery can be set up to go
directly to Olivet). We will deliver the items to The New Life
Center the week after Easter. If you have any questions, please
reach out to Bev at bgravdahl@olivet.org.

News & Events

THE NURSERY IS OPEN!

The nursey will once again be open during worship on Sunday mornings. Pre-registration is not required, but if you know that
you plan to use the nursery during Holy Week, we encourage you sign up when you sign up for worship, as we will be limiting
the number of children in the nursery and precedence will be given to those registered. Walk-ins will be accommodated on
availability. Screening protocols will be in place prior to entry. As a reminder, our nursery is open to children ages 6 weeks-3
years old.

CELEBRATING BRENDA BAUER

As she shared in previous editions of the Emblem,
Deacon Brenda Bauer is no longer under call with
Olivet. Brenda provided us with many years of
devoted service and we invite you to join us in
celebrating her contributions to our ministry at
Olivet. Brenda has been a friend, resource, and
confidante to so many in our congregation and her
steadfast faith has been her guide and has served
our congregation and members well. Brenda will
truly be missed.
We invite you to join us in showing Brenda our
tremendous appreciation at a farewell open house
on Sunday, April 11 from 9:30-11 a.m. in the
Fellowship Hall.

CONFIRMATION RESUMES
IN-PERSON AFTER EASTER

Attention 6-9 graders: beginning April 7, we are back in-person
for confirmation! Confirmation is held following worship on
Wednesday evenings, from 7-8 p.m. We are excited to be able to
gather together again. To limit the number of people in
attendance, parents will not be attending confirmation with the
students as they did this fall. As a reminder, masks are required
when in the building.
April 7 - Small group reconnection
April 14 - Regular Confirmation
April 21 - Regular Confirmation
April 28 - Mentor night
May 5 - End of the year party
If you are not yet comfortable to return to in person
confirmation, please contact Tyler at twright@olivet.org or by
phone at 701.235.6603 and he will provide information for an
online alternative.

2021 YOUTH STOCK SALES

Each year our 6-12 graders fundraise for our youth
programs by calling Olivet members to ask for support
by purchasing "stock" in the Olivet youth. Each stock is
$20, purchase as many as you like! Half of your donation
goes directly to the youth account of the student and the
other half helps fund Olivet's youth ministries. Your
investment helps offset the cost of youth trips, Bible
camps, fund youth scholarships, and so much more.
This year, stock sales are being held April 12-15 from
5:30-8:30 p.m. The youth will be calling from Olivet, as
well as their own personal cell phones, so if you see an
unknown number on your caller ID that week, it might be
our Olivet Youth.

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL

Join us for VBS this summer! Our session will run
Monday, June 7 thru Thursday, June 10 from
9:30-11:30 a.m. We will do most of our activities
outdoors (weather permitting) and ask that
masks be worn. We can’t wait to see you inperson for some summer fun! Registration is now
open - register at olivet.org or click here!
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