
He [Jesus] called the crowd with his disciples, and said to them, “If any want to become my followers, let them 
deny themselves and take up their cross and follow me.” –  Mark 8:34

Welcome ~ Announcements ~ Sharing of Peace
Confession and Forgiveness
Pastor:   Blessed be the holy Trinity, one God, the keeper of the covenant, the source of steadfast love, our rock 
              and our redeemer.
People:  Amen.
Pastor:   God hears us when we cry, and draws us close in Jesus Christ. Let us return to the one who is full of 
              compassion.

Silence is kept for reflection.

Pastor:    Fountain of living water,
People:   pour out your mercy over us. Our sin is heavy, and we long to be free. Rebuild what we have ruined
                and mend what we have torn. Wash us in your cleansing flood. Make us alive in the Spirit to follow 
               in the way of Jesus, as healers and restorers of the world you so love. Amen.
Pastor:    Beloved, God’s word never fails. The promise rests on grace: by the saving love of Jesus Christ, the wisdom  
                   and power of God, your sins are forgiven, and God remembers them no more. Journey in the way of Jesus.
People:    Amen.     

Opening Hymn                                                In the Cross of Christ I Glory                                                  ELW 324                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                       
Greeting
Pastor:     The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
People:   And also with you.
Prayer of the Day
O God, by the passion of your blessed Son you made an instrument of shameful death to be for us the means of life. 
Grant us so to glory in the cross of Christ that we may gladly suffer shame and loss for the sake of your Son, Jesus 
Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 

First Reading                                                                                                                                Genesis 17:1-7, 15-16
As with Noah, God makes an everlasting covenant with Abraham and Sarah. God promises this old couple that they 
will be the ancestors of nations, though they have no child together. God will miraculously bring forth new life from 
Sarah’s womb. The name changes emphasize the firmness of God’s promise.

Psalm 22:23-31 (read in unison)
²³You who fear the LORD, give praise! All you of Jacob’s line, give glory. Stand in awe of the LORD, all you 
  offspring of Israel.
²⁴For the LORD does not despise nor abhor the poor in their poverty; neither is the LORD‘s face hidden from 
  them; but when they cry out, the LORD hears them.
²⁵From you comes my praise in the great assembly; I will perform my vows in the sight of those who fear 
  the LORD.
²⁶The poor shall eat and be satisfied, Let those who seek the LORD give praise! May your hearts live forever! 
²⁷All the ends of the earth shall remember and turn to the LORD; all the families of nations shall bow before 
  God.
²⁸For dominion belongs to the LORD, who rules over the nations.
²⁹Indeed, all who sleep in the earth shall bow down in worship; all who go down to the dust, though they be 
  dead, shall kneel before the LORD.
³⁰Their descendants shall serve the LORD, whom they shall proclaim to generations to come.
³¹They shall proclaim God’s deliverance to a people yet unborn, saying to them, “The LORD has acted!” 
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Second Reading                                                                                                                                 Romans 4:13-25 
Paul presents Abraham as the example for how a person comes into a right relationship with God not through works 
of the law but through faith. Though Abraham and Sarah were far too old for bearing children, Abraham trusted that 
God would accomplish what God had promised to accomplish.
Lenten Verse
People: Return to the Lord, your God, for he is gracious and merciful, slow to anger, and abounding in 
              steadfast love.
Pastor:   The Holy Gospel according to Mark, the 8th chapter.
People: Glory to you, O Lord.
Gospel                                                                                                                                                     Mark 8:31-38 
After Peter confesses his belief that Jesus is the Messiah, Jesus tells his disciples for the first time what is to come. 
Peter’s response indicates that he does not yet understand the way of the cross that Jesus will travel.
Pastor:  The Gospel of the Lord.      People:  Praise to you, O Christ.
Sermon                                                                                                                                          Pastor Tiffany Sundeen                                
Hymn of the Day                                                        You Are the Way                                                           ELW 758                                                                                                                                                                                      
Apostles' Creed
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin  
Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead. On the 
third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will 
come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the     
resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.  Amen.
Prayers
Pastor:  ...Lord, in your mercy          People:  hear our prayer.   
Offering Moment 
Invitation to Communion ~ Words of Institution
The Lord’s Prayer
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. Save us from the 
time of trial and deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever.  
Amen.  
Prayer
Pastor: God of steadfast love, at this table you gather your people into one body for the sake of the world. Send us 
              in the power of your Spirit, that our lives bear witness to the love that has made us new in Jesus Christ, our 
              Savior and Lord.
People:  Amen.
Blessing & Dismissal
Pastor:     You are what God made you to be: created in Christ Jesus for good works, chosen as holy and beloved,
                freed to serve your neighbor. God bless you that you may be a blessing, in the name of the holy and life-
                giving Trinity.
Pastor:    Go in peace. Share the good news.
People:  Thanks be to God. 
Closing Hymn                                                 O Jesus, I Have Promised                                                      ELW 810

BROADCAST Our Sunday worship service can be heard every Sunday on WDAY at 10 a.m. 
Today's broadcast is in memory of Steve Weidner.  From Shelley Weidner & family.

THANK YOU A special thank you to our volunteers today - Larry Gauper (reader); 
Jessica & Katelyn Larson (greeters); Mike & Sandy Wohlfeil (ushers); Curt & Sue Lindlauff (ushers).


