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CHRISTMAS SERVICES

We would like to say "Thank You" again to everyone who made our Christmas services possible this year. From
decorating to musicians to readers and videographers, countless hours went into making sure you were able to enjoy a
worship service from your "home" church this Christmas. We would be amiss if we didn't give a special thank you to
Marlys Herring, Michelle Elness, Tyler Wright, Brady Herring, Eric Heyer, and Russ Peterson. Their advance planning,
adaptability to constant changes, and dedication to Olivet's ministry made these services possible.
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SHARING YOUR TALENTS & GIFTS

Acts 20:35 reads "In all this I have given you an example that by such work we must support the weak, remembering the
words of the Lord Jesus, for he himself said, ‘It is more blessed to give than to receive.’”
We invite you to experience the joy of giving by sharing the gift of yourself, your time and your talents with your church.
We have a variety of opportunities available with varying levels of commitment. If you are willing to help, we will find
the perfect fit for you and your schedule. Contact Bev Gravdahl at 701.235.6603 or bgravdahl@olivet.org.
Volunteer Opportunities:
Church Council: Our nominating committee is working hard behind the scenes to contact members of our
congregation that might be interested in serving on our church council. If you have interest in being a part of our
church council, we’d love to hear from you.
Ushers/Greeters/Communion Servers: We look forward to when we are able to worship together in-person again and
would love to know if you might be interested in welcoming others to worship.
Readers: Whether we are worshipping virtually or in-person, we love to have our members share the Good News. Let
us know if you want to participate in the worship service.
FT & PT Job Openings:
We are looking to add to our audio visual and marketing/communication teams. If you want more information about
these opportunities, please reach out to Sarah Lundblad, Director of Operations at 701.235.6603 or
slundblad@olivet.org.

WORSHIP SERVICES
Sunday Mornings: 10 a.m.
Live stream at olivet.org and radio
broadcast on WDAY 970 AM
Wednesday Evenings: 5:45 p.m.
Live stream at olivet.org

WORSHIP LEADERS
Senior Pastor Kris Gorden
Pastor
Bill Boelter
Pastor
Tiffany Sundeen
Deacon
Brenda Bauer
Music
Marlys Herring

OFFICE HOURS Monday-Thursday 8:30 a.m.-4:30 p.m. Friday 8:30 a.m.-noon

CONNECT WITH US
Phone: 701.235.6603
Email: info@Olivet.org
Web: www.Olivet.org
App: download the MyChurch app
or text "Olivet App" to 77977
Facebook.com/olivetlutheran
Instagram.com/olivet_fargo
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PASTOR'S PEN

Written by Senior Pastor Kris Gorden
“Where there is no vision, the people will perish.”—Proverbs 29:18 (KJV)

Lists. This time of year, a great many people surround their lives with lists. Indeed, we have our own Olivet’s Top Ten
Tuesday. You may also read articles with lists of top three’s, eight’s, eleven’s or other random number. Don’t eat these
5 foods. Do these 3 easy steps to lose weight. These 7 practices should always begin your day. All contain a measure of
promise, and many offer good and practical advice.
Several weeks ago, I opened one of these emails, touting 5 questions we should be asking about the post-pandemic
church. It did not disappoint. One of these queries stood above the rest, “How would we go about things if we were a
brand-new start-up?” While this year is difficult, we have an interesting opportunity before us, to fashion our way of
being of the church from a blank slate. Remaining faithful to the calling and mission God sets before us, this is a time to
imagine our ministry in new ways.
Here are a few areas where the Spirit may be calling us to something new:

WORSHIP
What a strange year for worship. Even as we hope for Sunday morning gatherings in the very near future, our
livestreaming continues indefinitely as this is now an important piece in our outreach and ministry. Sunday mornings
won’t look the same for a while, so we must be flexible and creative in our approach to worship. Our Celebrate Band
does a beautiful job preparing our music for Wednesday evening devotional worship. How this unfolds in the future is
only limited by our imagination. Also, beginning this week, early morning and noon worship experiences are offered,
Tuesday and Thursday at 7:15am, Wednesday at noon. For 20-25 minutes we will share prayer, scripture and the Lord’s
Supper.
EDUCATION—CHILDREN, YOUTH AND FAMILY MINISTRY
It is unlikely we will be able to gather this spring as we normally would for confirmation or Sunday and Wednesday
Schools. With this, comes the opportunity to be creative and wonder about different forms of gathering that can be
done safely when the time comes. This is a time to imagine what we desire for our young people and create new ways
of being the church together. I am excited for the possibilities.
MISSIONAL OUTREACH
COVID-19 brings particular difficulties in carrying out mission projects throughout our community. Soon, we will be
able to identify hands-on volunteer services in which we can safely participate. The coming months offer us a unique
occasion to focus on the best ways we can join hands with our local ministry partners, in particular, those who address
the growing needs of hunger and homelessness in our community. Now is a time to re-think and imagine what global
ministry partnerships we should join. It is a great time to wonder, and then leap into action.
STEWARDSHIP
It has long been on our ministry wish-list to develop a comprehensive year-round vision for educating and sharing the
vision of financial stewardship. This is now coming into being. The good news is that there is an immense amount of
potential stewardship growth in our Olivet congregation. Together, we need to share the vision of what our gifts
accomplish, and all that we may be about together.
If 2020 was strange, and it was, 2021 promises to bring more weirdness, and that’s ok. God is up to something. We need
only to listen and follow where the Spirit leads.
- Pastor Kris
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WHEN WILL WE GATHER ON SUNDAY
MORNINGS AGAIN?

SUNRISE & NOON
WORSHIP

As long as the trends related to new and active COVID-19 cases in
Cass County continue the trajectory they have been on for the past
few weeks, plans are in the works to begin gathering for in-person
worship on Sunday mornings again mid-January. This timeline
allows us the opportunity to evaluate next steps if there is an influx
of new cases following the Christmas holiday. More information to
come in the following weeks.

Join Pastor Kris Tuesday and Thursday
mornings in January at 7:15 a.m. These 2025 minute worship services will take place in
the Sanctuary. We will share a time of
scripture, prayer, and the Lord's supper.
Social distancing will be practiced and
masks are required when inside the church.

CALENDAR REMINDERS

If sunrise isn't your thing, we will also be
offering a brief noon worship service on
Wednesdays in January.

Bill's virtual bible study will resume on January 7, 2021.
Virtual Sunday School will resume on January 10, 2021.
Confirmation (online) will resume on January 13, 2021.

2021: THE YEAR OF MY WELLBEING
“But they who wait for the Lord shall renew their strength.”
–Isaiah 40:31a

The Covid-19 pandemic has endured far longer than anyone imagined, and it has left us feeling stressed, weary, fearful,
frustrated, angry, isolated, and dislocated. Many are simply depleted.
Even in normal times, being a good steward of our personal health takes time, vigilance, commitment and discipline.
The pandemic’s protracted disruption has made it especially hard to take care of ourselves at the very time we need it
most.
Because it will take months for the Coronavirus vaccine to be widely available, and even longer for “normal” to return, it
may be wise for God’s people to designate 2021 “The Year of My Wellbeing” and focus on our health.
Our spiritual, mental, emotional wellbeing are interconnected. Working on any one of them will improve the rest.
Working on all of them will best help you maintain equilibrium as we live into this new future.
Here are some tips for crafting a wellbeing strategy. Some may seem pretty basic, but many of us forget even the most
obvious ideas.
Ask God for help.
Don’t go it alone! Work with friends for mutual support.
Tend to your spirit through Scripture study, devotionals, worship, and, most importantly, prayer!
Make quality time with loved ones.
Do something just for you.
Stuck? Talk to a counselor.
Exercise regularly.
Eat healthfully.
Practice stress-reduction techniques.
The pandemic will end, rest assured. When it does, we will all be greatly relieved. In the meantime, making 2021 “The
Year of My Wellbeing” will help you stay strong.
Copyright © 2021, Rev. Robert Blezard. Pastor Blezard serves as pastor of St. Paul Lutheran Church, Aberdeen, MD, and works as content editor for
www.stewardshipoflife.org. He blogs at www.thestewardshipguy.com.

Links to resources:
Spirituality and stress relief: Make the connection - Taking the path less traveled by exploring your spirituality can lead to a
clearer life purpose, better personal relationships and enhanced stress management skills. Good reading from the Mayo Clinic.
Use these guides to get to your ‘healthiest self’ - What’s the state of health for your body? Your relationships? Your feelings?
Your surroundings? Other areas? The Wellness Toolkits from the National Institutes of Health can help you find out.
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THE 12 DAYS OF CHRISTMAS
Article from www.livinglutheran.org
On Christmas Day, Dec. 25, we celebrate God’s most precious gift, his son, Jesus Christ, who entered the world as a baby
in a lowly manger. As contemporary Lutherans, we celebrate Christ’s birth with worship and family observances, sharing
food and gifts.
By the time Dec. 26 arrives, however, most of us are tired of the frenetic pace we’ve kept leading up to Christmas, and
we readily move on from adoration and celebration to “ordinary living.” And so the tradition of observing the 12 days of
Christmas is lost to many ELCA members.
Did you know that the 12 days of Christmas is actually a time of rest from unnecessary labor and for joyful prayer? The
season of Christmas begins on Christmas Day and extends for 12 days, ending on Jan. 5, before Epiphany begins.
What if we tried something different this year? What if, like the shepherds who were keeping watch over their flock, we
too were startled and elated by the angel’s words: “Do not be afraid; for see – I am bringing you good news of great joy
for all the people: to you is born this day in the city of David a Savior, who is the Messiah, the Lord.” (Luke 2:10-11)?
With great excitement, the shepherds left their everyday lives to journey to Bethlehem to revel in the birth of the
promised Christ. If we can cultivate the shepherds’ excitement and eagerness this Christmas, perhaps we can regain the
wonder of Christmas joy.
As a church that that belongs to Christ, we invite you to take pause these 12 days of Christmas and revel in the
excitement and joy of Jesus, who shakes up our lives and saves us from sin.

WHAT IS EPIPHANY?

The word “epiphany” comes from the Greek word “ἐπιφάνεια,” meaning “appearance” or “showing forth.” It names the
day that the church tells Matthew’s story of the magi from foreign lands who follow the light of the star and thus see
Jesus as Christ. We celebrate the Epiphany of Our Lord on Jan. 6.
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