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I LOVE MY CHURCH

Thank you to everyone who has contributed to Olivet's "I Love My Church" appeal. We know that 2020
was full of challenges and unknown, but something you have proven again and again is that you are
dedicated to Olivet's mission and are generous in supporting that cause. To date you have given over
$75,000 to "I Love My Church" to ensure our ministry continues in meaningful ways and allows us to
develop new ways to share the grace of God.
If you have not yet given to "I Love My Church" and would like to do so, you can mail a check to the
church office or visit to olivet.org and click on "give." We are grateful for your support and generosity.

PHOTO OPPORTUNITY

We know that many of you take an annual photo at church on Christmas.
Although we didn't have in-person Christmas worship services this year,
we would love for you to come and take your picture outside of the
church.
We have setup a lighted nativity on the NE side of the building and
through December 31 we will leave the Sanctuary lights on so they are
shining in the background of your photo.
Since we can't see you in-person, please share your Christmas photo to
our Facebook group so your Olivet family can wish you a Merry Christmas!

BLOOD DRIVE

December 28-31 Olivet is hosting a virtual blood drive. The virtual blood drive is a blood drive that takes place at
any Vitalant blood donation center, as opposed to our traditional blood drive that takes place at Olivet. By
participating in this drive, you have the ability to give the gift that keeps giving - the gift of life, by donating blood.
When you donate now your blood is also tested for COVID-19 antibodies and you will have an opportunity to learn of
those results.
Because of you, life doesn’t stop. Join us today by registering online. If you have questions or need help registering,
please contact Brenda Bauer at 701.371.4159.
Online registration is a two step process:
1. Click here to begin process. By using the link provided, you are indicating you will be donating with the Olivet
blood drive.
2. Search by city/state and choose a time between December 28-31 that would work best for you at the Vitalant
Center or any surrounding blood drive. Please note - you can not search by sponsor for virtual drives.

WORSHIP SERVICES
Sunday Mornings: 10 a.m.
Live stream at olivet.org and radio
broadcast on WDAY 970 AM
Wednesday Evenings: 5:45 p.m.
Live stream at olivet.org

WORSHIP LEADERS
Senior Pastor Kris Gorden
Pastor
Bill Boelter
Pastor
Tiffany Sundeen
Deacon
Brenda Bauer
Music
Marlys Herring

OFFICE HOURS Monday-Thursday 8:30 a.m.-4:30 p.m. Friday 8:30 a.m.-noon

CONNECT WITH US
Phone: 701.235.6603
Email: info@Olivet.org
Web: www.Olivet.org
App: download the MyChurch app
or text "Olivet App" to 77977
Facebook.com/olivetlutheran
Instagram.com/olivet_fargo

News & Events

FINANCIAL UPDATE

Last month, council president, Steven Wood shared that the month of December has always been a big giving month for Olivet
(and all charities) but we feared that being virtual-only through the end of the year this giving season may not yield the same
generosity unless we communicated our need.
He also reminded us that when we developed our Mission Plan (budget), it emphasized the need to have fundraising appeals
in the amount of $140,000 throughout the year. Our budget, which was approved in February, was quickly met with the
financial uncertainty brought by COVID. From March through the end of summer we knew it was not the right time to make
such appeals but continued to keep our staff working and our ministries switched from in-person to virtual.
The council rolled out the ask for "I Love My Church" one month ago and since that time you have generously donated over
$75,000 of our $160,000 goal.
For the month of November, our income was short of our budget by $8,201.92 (which was due to decreased unpledged dollars
received and no plate donations). Our November expenses came in $6,720.43 under budget. We remain hopeful that we will
finish the year strong.

CHANGES TO DEDUCTING CHARITABLE CONTRIBUTIONS

For 2020, the federal CARES Act includes a number of incentives to make donations in support of charitable organizations, like
Olivet. When taxpayers are supporting natural disaster recovery, COVID-19 pandemic aid or another cause that's personally
meaningful to them, their charitable donations may be tax deductible. These deductions basically reduce the amount of their
taxable income.
Here's a few of the ways the CARES Act changes deducting charitable contributions made in 2020:
Previously, charitable contributions could only be deducted if taxpayers itemized their deductions. However, taxpayers
who don't itemize deductions may take a charitable deduction of up to $300 for cash contributions made in 2020 to
qualifying organizations. Donors who take the standard deduction (non-itemized) may also take an "above-the-line"
deduction up to $300 in charitable donation. For example, if you take the standard deduction and give $300 to charity, you
will get a $300 tax break in addition to the standard deduction.
For donors who itemize deductions, the limit on charitable tax deductions has increased.
Donors age 70 1/2 and above can make a qualified charitable distribution from their IRA. Donors age 72 and above do not
have to meet a required minimum distribution limit for 2020.
All 2020 charitable gifts must be postmarked by December 31, 2020. For more information visit IRS.gov or consult your tax
preparer or financial advisor if you have questions related to the changes and how they may allow you to help others during
this difficult year.

NOMINATING COMMITTEE ELECTED

Thank you to those that attended our virtual congregational meeting on Sunday, December 13 or mailed in your completed
ballot. We were able to get enough votes to elect our nominating committee. The nominating committee members are: Amy
Aasen, Tim Rensch, Donna Lewis, Audrey Cook, Jakelle Hoffmann, and Jon Rustvang. These individuals, along with Senior
Pastor Kris Gorden, will be working to put together a slate of candidates for our church council. If you have interest in being a
part of our church council, we’d love to hear from you.

WHEN WILL WE GATHER AGAIN?

As long as the trends related to new and active COVID-19 cases in Cass County
continue on the trajectory they have been on for the past few weeks, plans are in
the works to begin gathering for worship again mid-January. This timeline allows
us the opportunity to evaluate next steps if there is an influx of new cases following
the Christmas holiday. More information to come in the following weeks.

END OF YEAR REMINDERS

The office will be closed on New Years Day.
Bill's virtual bible study will resume on January 7, 2021.
Virtual Sunday School will resume on January 10, 2021.
Confirmation (online) will resume on January 13, 2021.
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