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CHRISTMAS WORSHIP

Although we will not be together in person, we would still love for you to worship with us this Christmas. Our
service times are listed below and enclosed you will find a sneak peak of a few of our participants from the
Christmas services.

Children's Service

DECEMBER 24 AT 3 P.M. AT OLIVET.ORG
and

DECEMBER 25 AT 9 A.M. ON KVRR TV

December 24 at 4:30 p.m. at Olivet.org

and

December 24 at 5 p.m. on KVRR TV

service of

JOY. PEACE. HOPE. LIGHT. LOVE. GLORY.

These words take on special meaning at Christmas. Perhaps they are even defined by Christmas. In a unique year,
may the unique message of that Holy Night bring you the beauty of Christ.
From the depths of the year’s darkest nights comes this message. Jesus, born of Mary at Bethlehem, entered this
world for you. That is Joy. That is Glory. That is Peace. That is Light. That is Hope. That is Love.
Merry Christmas from your Olivet community. May the Blessings of Christmas be yours.

ADVENT PRAYER

This Advent season we invite you to a time of
Advent Healing Prayer. We will share
together what is upon our hearts and souls
and then use a special Advent Litany to lift
up those prayers. Please join us (virtually or
via phone) Wednesday December 23 at
noon to share in healing prayer. Bring your
concerns for others, our community, and our
world and join in a time for healing and
prayer.
To join by phone dial 1-224-501-3412 and
enter Access Code: 824-029-309. The link to
join online can be found at olivet.org

WORSHIP SERVICES
Sunday Mornings: 10 a.m.
Live stream at olivet.org and radio
broadcast on WDAY 970 AM
Wednesday Evenings: 5:45 p.m.
Live stream at olivet.org

JOIN US ON FACEBOOK AT 7 P.M.
ON CHRISTMAS EVE

Family traditions often play an important part of the Christmas
holiday. Whether the traditions in your family include decorating
your home or Christmas tree, Christmas programs and holiday
concerts, or cookie baking and lefse making, each event leading
up to Christmas leaves us feeling nostalgic and comforted during
the Advent season. Advent is, after all, a time of expectant waiting
and preparation.
When Christmas actually arrives, many of us have come to find
peace in listening to a pastor, friend, or family member read the
Christmas story aloud on Christmas Eve. This year we invite you to
join Pastor Kris on Facebook live at 7 p.m. on Christmas Eve, as
he shares the Christmas story.

WORSHIP LEADERS
Senior Pastor Kris Gorden
Pastor
Bill Boelter
Pastor
Tiffany Sundeen
Deacon
Brenda Bauer
Music
Marlys Herring

OFFICE HOURS Monday-Thursday 8:30 a.m.-4:30 p.m. Friday 8:30 a.m.-noon

CONNECT WITH US
Phone: 701.235.6603
Email: info@Olivet.org
Web: www.Olivet.org
App: download the MyChurch app
or text "Olivet App" to 77977
Facebook.com/olivetlutheran
Instagram.com/olivet_fargo

News & Events

COUNCIL CORNER

Written by Council President, Steven Wood

Merry Christmas Olivet.
Thanks to those that attended our virtual congregational meeting last Sunday. We had about 40 computers logged
into the meeting and were able to get over 80 votes to elect our nominating committee. I appreciate everyone’s
cooperation so we could continue to follow our constitutional procedures, even during these unprecedented times.
As a bonus, it was nice to see faces that we hadn’t seen in a while. Our nominating committee will be working to put
together a slate of candidates for our church council and foundation committee. If you have interest in being a part of
our church council, we’d love to hear from you. We’ll have our Annual Meeting in February. We’re hoping the COVID
numbers continue to stay low so that we are able to have a space-out in-person meeting as well as an opportunity to
attend virtually.
Thank you to everyone that has turned in their 2021 pledge cards, contributed to our multiple appeals, and
contributed as part of the 2020 general giving. We have been able to accomplish great things in 2020 in our building
as well as the community and we look to keep that up in 2021. If you haven’t had a chance to return your 2021 pledge
card, please do so. We’ll be working to create our 2021 budget over the next few weeks.
I hope everyone has a great Christmas and Happy New Years. I’m excited with what the staff have come up with for
the broadcasted Christmas services as well as the amazing outreach through the Christmas Eve Dinner.

CHRISTMAS EVE DINNER

We asked and you answered the call to be
"Church on Purpose" this holiday season by
providing a Christmas Eve meal to our
brothers and sisters in Christ. We reached
and exceeded our goal of raising $10,000 a
full week ahead of schedule!

Churches United

Your generosity allowed us to fulfill a few
additional requests, including 40 meals for
YouthWorks and 275 meals for families in
need within the Fargo Public School system.
Thank you for again for your support to
ensure over 1,200 members of our
community receive access to a hot meal on
Christmas Eve.

Heart-n-Soul Cafe

I LOVE MY CHURCH

The goal for I Love My Church is to raise $160,000 by the end of 2020. The funds received from I Love My
Church ensures our ministry continues in meaningful ways and allows us to develop new ways to share the
grace of God.
Did you know?
This year, you may donate to I Love My Church in honor or in memory of a loved one. A downloadable
certificate for gift giving is available at olivet.org/featured-event/i-love-my-church/
In 2020 we fulfilled all budgeted benevolences to our local and global ministry partners, even though we
were not able to do as many special appeals as we have in previous years.
Your donations continue to be put to use, even when the church building is not open. For example, our
food pantry has not been operating for a few months, but in December we were able to donate $2,000 in funds
designated for the food pantry to the Great Plains Food Bank, continuing our mission to feed those hungry in
our community.
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BE GENEROUS

I Love My Church: Participate in our end of the year mission appeal. Donate in honor or in
memory of a loved one.

DECEMBER 20

BE INTENTIONAL

DECEMBER 23

BE INTENTIONAL

DECEMBER 24

BE INTENTIONAL

DECEMBER 25

BE INTENTIONAL

DECEMBER 27

BE INTENTIONAL

DECEMBER 30

BE INTENTIONAL

Worship: 10 a.m. livestream at olivet.org & radio broadcast on WDAY 970 AM
Pray: Stir up your power, Lord Christ, and come. With your abundant grace and might, free us
from the sin that would obstruct your mercy, that willingly we may bear your redeeming love to all
the world, for you live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Worship: 5:45 p.m. Advent worship at olivet.org
Worship: 3 p.m. Children's Service at olivet.org
4:30 p.m. Lessons & Carols at olivet.org
5 p.m. Lessons & Carols service will air on KVRR TV
7 p.m. Join Pastor Kris on Facebook Live as he reads the Christmas Story
Celebrate the birth of Jesus Christ.
Worship: Our Children's Service will air at 9 a.m. on KVRR TV
Worship: 10 a.m. livestream at olivet.org & radio broadcast on WDAY 970 AM
Worship: 5:45 p.m. livestream at olivet.org

BLOOD DRIVE

In times when we can’t be together in person, we can still be together in support of our community. There has been an
extreme shortage of blood since the COVID-19 pandemic started. Many drives, including our own, have been canceled.
December 28-31 Olivet is hosting a virtual blood drive. The virtual blood drive is a blood drive that takes place at any
Vitalant blood donation center, as opposed to our traditional blood drive that takes place at Olivet. By participating in
this drive, you have the ability to give the gift that keeps giving - the gift of life, by donating blood. When you donate now
your blood is also tested for COVID-19 antibodies and you will have an opportunity to learn of those results.
Because of you, life doesn’t stop. Join us today by registering online. If you have questions or need help registering,
please contact Brenda Bauer at 701.371.4159.
Online registration is a two step process:
1. Click here to begin process. By using the link provided, you are indicating you will be donating with the Olivet blood
drive.
2. Search by city/state and choose a time between December 28-31 that would work best for you at the Vitalant Center
or any surrounding blood drive. Please note - you can not search by sponsor for virtual drives.

END OF YEAR REMINDERS

As we near the end of 2020 we wanted to remind you of a few housekeeping items.
The office will be closed on Christmas Eve, Christmas Day, and New Years Day.
End of year contributions must be received by 4:30 on December 31 to be included on 2020 giving statements.
If you have not already turned in your 2021 pledge card, we encourage you to do so as soon as possible.
Bill's bible study will not meet on December 24 or December 31. We will resume on January 7, 2021.
No virtual Sunday School lessons December 27 or January 3. We will resume on January 10, 2021.
No confirmation December 16 - January 6. We will resume on January 13, 2021.
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Merry Christmas!

This year we keep hearing you get to "go to church" in your jammies. It sounded so great we
thought we should try it too! Missing you and wishing you a very Merry Christmas.
The Staff at Olivet Lutheran Church
Pictured: Tyler Wright, Pastor Bill Boelter, Bob Elness, Sarah Morrau, Michelle Elness, Pennie Gerlach, Kelly Heyer, Sarah Lundblad,
Pastor Tiffany Sundeen, Bev Gravdahl, Pastor Kris Gorden, Deacon Brenda Bauer, Kaia Hassel, Marlys Herring

CHRISTMAS PHOTO
OPPORTUNTIY

We know that many of you take an annual photo at
church on Christmas. Although we aren't having in-person
Christmas worship services this year, we would love for
you to come and take your picture outside of the church.
We have setup a lighted nativity on the NE side of the
building and between December 20-31 we will leave the
Sanctuary lights on so they are shining in the background
of your photo.
Since we can't see you in-person, please share your
Christmas photo to our Facebook group so your Olivet
family can wish you a Merry Christmas!
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