
WORSHIP SERVICES CONNECT WITH US

Phone: 701.235.6603
Email: info@Olivet.org
Web: www.Olivet.org
App: download the MyChurch app
or text "Olivet App" to 77977
Facebook.com/olivetlutheran
Instagram.com/olivet_fargo

WORSHIP LEADERS

Senior Pastor     
Pastor
Pastor
Deacon
Music

Kris Gorden     
Bill Boelter
Tiffany Sundeen
Brenda Bauer
Marlys Herring

Sunday Mornings: 10 a.m.
Live stream at olivet.org and radio
broadcast on WDAY 970 AM

Wednesday Evenings: 5:45 p.m.
Live stream at olivet.org

OFFICE HOURS Monday-Thursday 8:30 a.m.-4:30 p.m.  Friday 8:30 a.m.-noon

OLIVET LUTHERAN CHURCH
N O V E M B E R  2 9 - D E C E M B E R  5 ,  2 0 2 0

W E E K L Y  E M B L E M

Due to COVID-19 and the restrictions in place to keep everyone safe, the
2020 Christmas Eve dinner will not be taking place within the walls of
Olivet. Instead, we will be working with community partners, including area
shelters, to ensure those most vulnerable in our community receive a hot
meal on Christmas Eve. 
 

Each year, our congregation answers the request to support the Christmas
Eve dinner through donations of time, food, and monetary donations. This
year we will not be asking for donations of time or food, but your financial
support is as important now as ever. Although the dinners will not be served
at Olivet or Nativity, it is still our goal to feed 1,000 people.
 

Help us “be a light” in our community this Christmas by donating to the
Christmas Eve dinner. Watch our progress as we light the tree to reach the
goal of $10,000. To donate to the Christmas Eve dinner, visit olivet.org and
select Christmas Eve dinner or mail a check to the church office.

CHRISTMAS EVE DINNER

This Advent season we invite you to a time of
Advent Healing Prayer. We will share together
what is upon our hearts and souls and then use a
special Advent Litany to lift up those prayers.
Please join us (virtually or via phone)
Wednesdays at noon on December 2, 9, 16, &
23 to share in healing prayer. Bring your
concerns for others, our community, and our
world and join in a time for healing and prayer. 

To join by phone dial 1-224-501-3412 and enter
Access Code: 824-029-309. The link to join online
can be found at olivet.org

ADVENT PRAYER

If you have not already done so, we ask that you complete the pledge card you received in the mail and return it to the
church office this week to allow us to begin budgeting for the upcoming year. You can mail your card to the church
or pledge online at olivet.org. 

CHURCH ON PURPOSE: STEWARDSHIP 2021 

This Christmas season, we will be partnering with Golden Drive
Homeless Kids to collect new items/gifts for children in our
community who are homeless. Gifts will be collected from
now until December 10 and will be distributed through area
shelters and schools prior to Christmas. If you would like to get
involved we have a drop box for new, unwrapped items in the
vestibule at the church.  For a list of suggested items, visit
olivet.org. If you would prefer not to shop in person, we
encourage you to click here to visit smile.amazon.com. You
can then view the wish list and ship the item(s) directly to
the church.

Thank you for making Christmas a little brighter for the kids in
our community experiencing homelessness.

GIVING TREE

https://smile.amazon.com/hz/charitylist/ls/3C21SJIGAWISA/ref=smi_ext_lnk_lcl_cl


Take care of your body
Take deep breaths, stretch, or meditate
Try to eat healthy, well-balanced meals
Exercise regularly
Get plenty of sleep
Avoid excessive alcohol and drug use

Make time to unwind. Try to do some activities you enjoy.
Connect with others. Talk with people you trust about your concerns and how you are feeling.
Connect with your community or faith-based organizations. While social distancing measures are in place, consider
connecting online, through social media, or by phone or mail. 
Seek help when needed. Call your healthcare provider if stress gets in the way of your daily activities for several days
in a row. Call 911 to get immediate help in a crisis.
Other self-care actions to take:

Acknowledge your feelings. Even in times of loss we can offer gratitude for what we do have or what we have
received.
Don’t become a media junkie. It fuels the anxiety with no benefit. Turn it off!
Embrace positive distractions: binge a TV show, listen to music, flip through a magazine or check out some of the
resources we have posted on our Parish Health page of the Olivet website. 

As the COVID-19 outbreak continues to spread throughout our community, we have all been impacted. On a practical
level, the closures of schools, churches, gyms, and restaurants has upended our lives and routines. Social distancing,
quarantine, and mask wearing weren't even thoughts in our mind a year ago, yet here we are, with those practices now
part of our everyday life. 

For many, the impact of the pandemic is comparable to a prolonged traumatic experience and has taken a toll on our
emotional well being. It can be extremely disheartening when those who take all the precautions and follow the
guidelines & recommendations of health officials contract COVID-19. This can leave us feeling defeated, but we must
remember that God is with us no matter what. 

When our sense of safety and security is disrupted and our normal way of life is overturned, what can you do? 

Take care of your mental health. Stress, fear, and anxiety can be overwhelming and cause strong emotions. The CDC
lists the following healthy ways to cope with stress:

Wherever you are, whatever your circumstances, we hope you are finding strength in God's promises during these
challenging days.   

COVID-19 & EMOTIONAL WELLNESS

PARISH HEALTH 

News & Events

Written by Deacon, Brenda Bauer

Advent  - Make it special time to prepare for Christ’s Coming.

Growing up in a German Heritage, Advent was very special. Our evening meal was graced with an Advent wreath with the
four candles. Devotions were read prior to the meal. Advent chains with the prophetic Bible verses were made in Sunday
School and at our midweek education time. Each week on Saturday, we would practice for the Christmas Eve Sunday
School service. There were midweek Advent Services. I remember singing the evening vespers with the song of
Zechariah, the Benedictus and the Magnificant – the song of Mary and Elizabeth. The emphasis was on preparation
spiritually and prayerfully  for the coming of Christ.  

Advent is my most beloved church season of the year. It is a time to prepare our hearts and lives. It was a time to
ponder, amidst the hustle and bustle of the Christmas season. It is a time to listen to the prophetic voices saying words
of comfort, promise, hope, and joy. 

In the midst of this Advent season I would invite you to a time of Advent Healing Prayer. We will share together what is
upon our hearts and souls and then use a special Advent Litany to lift up those prayers. Please join us at noon on
Wednesdays in December to share in Healing Prayer. Additional details, including how to join, can be found within the
Advent Prayer article on the first page of this publication. 

God’s Holy Presence be with you,  
Deacon Nurse Brenda Bauer



News & Events

DID YOU KNOW?
Throughout the four Sundays of Advent (November 29,
December 6, December 13, and December 20) a different
Prayer of the Day prays for the stirring of God's spirit,  so
we might be awakened; our hearts may be strengthened
to serve; and our ears opened to the words of the
prophets so that we may testify to your light." And a
final prayer that we ". . . may bear your redeeming love
to all the world."  

These prayers are a part of our opening liturgy every
Sunday morning worship. For the full prayer of the day
please see the last page of this publication.  

We have a BINGO! Plans are underway and we are
waiting for approval on a few items from the city before
we begin construction of our new sound and video
booth. The equipment installation will follow shortly
after. We are excited to share the progress with you in
the upcoming weeks! 

B I N G O !

Unless we see a steady decline of new/active cases in our county, we will not be gathering in-person for Christmas
Eve worship. However, we are working on new and innovative ways to offer these cherished worship services with
many of the elements you have come to know and love over the years, including familiar hymns, readings, and
worship leaders. 

Worship schedule (all services are available at olivet.org and 
Sunday services also broadcast on WDAY 970 AM):

December 20: 10 a.m. worship led by the organ
December 23: No worship
December 24: 3 p.m. Children's Service and 4:30 p.m. Service of Lessons and Carols 
December 25: We encourage you to watch one of our services from Christmas Eve
December 27: 10 a.m. worship led by the organ

CHRISTMAS SERVICES

The goal for I Love My Church is to raise $160,000 by the end of 2020.

This year, you can donate to I Love My Church in honor or in memory of a loved one. 

You can donate online at olivet.org or mail a check to the church office with a message indicating your
designation. All amounts will help, whether it’s $20, $200, or $2,000. Together, we can make a difference.

We are very proud of the ministry here at Olivet. A gift to the I Love My Church ensures our ministry
continues in meaningful ways and allows us to develop new ways to share the grace of God.

II    LOVELOVE    MY CHURCHMY CHURCH

WEDNESDAY WORSHIP DURING

ADVENT
We are thrilled to share Wednesday Worship this Advent
season. A normal December brings enough need to
pause every now and then in prayer and reflection. This
year, even more so.

Led by the Celebrate Band, our Wednesday worship will
offer prayer, reflection, Advent songs, Christmas carols,
and will focus on the devotional elements of the
season.

Join us for this warm and intimate service that will be
streamed at 5:45 p.m. Wednesdays, or discover your
best time to view and take in the wonder of the season.

THE ABC'S OF CHRISTMAS
Our 2020 Children's Christmas Eve service will be pre-
recorded and WE WANT YOU INVOLVED! Some of the
pieces of the worship will be recorded at Olivet, and
others will be recorded at home and sent in. Please sign
up here to indicate your interest and Michelle Elness will
follow up with further details and instructions.

https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=PoSTtQNO9Uu0HlPdM3n7pEpCjCW1lYxPnsSM1SPMBr1URDlPSDQyQ0taR1JJRTE3U00wVFZYMzFJRS4u


NOVEMBER 15-30 BE GENEROUS
Stewardship: Return your completed pledge card for the upcoming year to assist the Church council
with budgeting/mission planning for 2021.

NOVEMBER 22-DECEMBER 15 LOVE YOUR NEIGHBOR
Christmas Eve Dinner Fundraising: Provide a warm meal on Christmas Eve for our communities
most vulnerable. 

NOVEMBER 15-DECEMBER 10 LOVE YOUR NEIGHBOR
Giving Tree: Donate new items and gifts for the children in our community who are facing
homelessness.

NOVEMBER 22-DECEMBER 31 BE GENEROUS
I Love My Church: Participate in our end of the year mission appeal. Donate in honor or in memory
of a loved one. 

NOVEMBER 19-DECEMBER 31 LOVE YOUR NEIGHBOR
Advent Gifts of Care Exchange: Create a connection with someone in our congregation.

DECEMBER 24 BE INTENTIONAL
Worship: 3 p.m. Children's Service - and - 4:30 p.m. Lessons & Carols at olivet.org

DECEMBER 20 BE INTENTIONAL
Worship: 10 a.m. livestream at olivet.org & radio broadcast on WDAY 970 AM
Pray: Stir up your power, Lord Christ, and come. With your abundant grace and might, free us from
the sin that would obstruct your mercy, that willingly we may bear your redeeming love to all the
world, for you live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

DECEMBER 13 BE INTENTIONAL
Worship: 10 a.m. livestream at olivet.org & radio broadcast on WDAY 970 AM
Pray: Stir up the wills of your faithful people, Lord God, and open our ears to the words of your
prophets, that, anointed by your Spirit, we may testify to your light; through Jesus Christ, our Savior
and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

DECEMBER 6 BE INTENTIONAL
Worship: 10 a.m. livestream at olivet.org & radio broadcast on WDAY 970 AM
Pray: Stir up our hearts, Lord God, to prepare the way of your only Son. By his coming strengthen us
to serve you with purified lives; through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with
you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

NOVEMBER 29 BE INTENTIONAL
Worship: 10 a.m. livestream at olivet.org & radio broadcast on WDAY 970 AM
Pray: Stir up your power, Lord Christ, and come. By your merciful protection awaken us to the
threatening dangers of our sins, and keep us blameless until the coming of your new day, for you live
and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

DECEMBER 2 BE INTENTIONAL
Worship: 5:45 p.m. livestream at olivet.org 

DECEMBER 9 BE INTENTIONAL
Worship: 5:45 p.m. livestream at olivet.org 

DECEMBER 25 BE INTENTIONAL
Celebrate the birth of Jesus Christ by watching one of our Christmas Eve services

DECEMBER 16 BE INTENTIONAL
Worship: 5:45 p.m. livestream at olivet.org 

DECEMBER 27 BE INTENTIONAL
Worship: 10 a.m. livestream at olivet.org & radio broadcast on WDAY 970 AM

DECEMBER 30 BE INTENTIONAL
Worship: 5:45 p.m. livestream at olivet.org 
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H O W  C A N  I  B E  Church on Purpose T H I S  A D V E N T  &  C H R I S T M A S  S E A S O N ?


