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CHURCH ON PURPOSE: STEWARDSHIP 2021

On Sunday, November 15 we celebrated Stewardship Sunday with a pledge drive. It was wonderful to see so many of
you as you drove by, dropped off your pledge card, and picked up a donut to go! There were smiles, laughs, and a few
tears as we were able to chat from a distance.
If you have not already done so, we ask that you complete the pledge card you received in the mail and return it to the
church office prior to the end of November to allow us to begin budgeting for the upcoming year. You can mail your
card to the church or pledge online at olivet.org.
Be intentional. Love your neighbor. Be generous.
This is the time to be Church on Purpose.

ADVENT GIFTS OF CARE
EXCHANGE

During Advent we invite you to consider
participating in our upcoming Gifts of Care
exchange. This activity is along the same idea as a
“Secret Santa Gifts Exchange” however, “gifts” do
not have to be material or tangible items. Rather,
“gifts” that would be encouraged may include
anything from a card, a phone call, baked goods
dropped
off,
simple
affirmation,
prayers,
etc….things that demonstrate an act of care during
a time of isolation and what some individuals
already find to be a time of loneliness and grief
during the holiday season. If you feel compelled to
give a tangible item, we ask that you keep the cost
minimal and only send small gifts along with a
personal note of care. Be creative. All ages are
welcome to participate.
How do I get involved? Fill out the form at
olivet.org or call the church office before November
25 to express your interest. You will receive your
"match" and additional details the week of
November 30 and be asked to make at least one
connection per week through December. We hope
those involved enjoy the connections that will be
made and the anticipation of the Advent season.

WORSHIP SERVICES
Sunday Mornings: 10 a.m.
Live stream at olivet.org and radio
broadcast on WDAY 970 AM
Wednesday Evenings: 5:45 p.m.
Live stream at olivet.org

THANKSGIVING EVE WORSHIP

Now is the time to dig deep in gratitude. It may be a bit
difficult, as plans change and our celebrations take on a
different ‘flavor’ this season. Such challenges make it all the
more important to be thankful. Now is the time to keep it
simple, and focus on the most important pieces of faith and
life.
You are invited to view Olivet’s Virtual Thanksgiving
Worship. Based on Luther’s Small Catechism and filled with
hymns of gratitude, the service will be livestreamed at 5:45
p.m. on Wednesday, November 25. You’ll find a link to the
service at www.olivet.org, and it can be viewed at any time.
Find a few minutes this weekend to worship with those next
to you. “And be thankful,” as Paul wrote to the Galatians.
Have a blessed Thanksgiving!
As a reminder, the church office is closed on Thanksgiving
and Friday November 27.

WORSHIP LEADERS
Senior Pastor Kris Gorden
Pastor
Bill Boelter
Pastor
Tiffany Sundeen
Deacon
Brenda Bauer
Music
Marlys Herring

OFFICE HOURS Monday-Thursday 8:30 a.m.-4:30 p.m. Friday 8:30 a.m.-noon

CONNECT WITH US
Phone: 701.235.6603
Email: info@Olivet.org
Web: www.Olivet.org
App: download the MyChurch app
or text "Olivet App" to 77977
Facebook.com/olivetlutheran
Instagram.com/olivet_fargo

News & Events

FINANCIAL UPDATE & I LOVE MY CHURCH
Written by Council President, Steve Wood

As we near the end of the year we are hoping that you can help to contribute to our mission.
When we developed our Mission Plan (budget), it emphasized the need to have fundraising appeals in the amount of
$140,000 throughout the year. Our budget, which was approved in February, was quickly met with the financial
uncertainty brought by COVID. From March through the end of summer we knew it was not the right time to make such
appeals but continued to keep our staff working and our ministries switched from in-person to virtual.
For the month of October, our income was short of our budget by $27,041. Not having in-person worship and events
has had its effect on our interactions with you and reduced the opportunities for people to contribute to our church.
Comparing this year to last year (January to middle of November), our income is down about $100,000. This is a
combination of being behind on pledging and other general giving, no stock sales, reduced Sunday school and
confirmation fees, and reduced Lenten offering and meals.
Our expenses have stayed consistent, we have saved on utilities and some building related costs, but we had to incur
more expenses when it came to technology to host virtual services and meetings. When we opened with limited
capacity we made sure to have the proper PPE in place to be in-person safely.
The month of December has always been a big giving month for Olivet (and all charities) but, we fear that due to the
high likelihood of being virtual-only through the end of the year, this giving season may not yield the same generosity
unless we communicate our need.
I am writing to you asking for your help in raising $160,000. Please consider joining me in contributing to our I Love My
Church appeal. All amounts will help, whether it’s $20, $200, or $2,000.
This year you will be able to donate to I Love My Church in honor or in memory of a loved one. To participate please
visit olivet.org and click on "give" or watch for a letter that will be coming in the mail in the near future that will
include a gift designation form. Complete the form and mail it along with your check to the church office.
In addition, we are asking that if you are behind on
your 2020 pledge and you are able to fulfill that
pledge, please do so. We also understand that
nothing has gone as planned in 2020 and financial
circumstances have changed for many people over
the past eight months and some in our congregation
are not in a position to fulfill that pledge at this time.
We are very proud of the ministry here at Olivet, your
help can help ensure that we can maintain what
we’re doing and develop new ways to spread the
grace of God.

COVID-19 STATUS

In-person gatherings at Olivet are suspended until further notice
Worship Opportunities:
Sunday Mornings at 10 a.m. (livestream at olivet.org & on WDAY 970 AM)
Wednesday Evenings: 5:45 p.m. (livestream at olivet.org)
As an additional precaution, we are limiting outside visitors during this timeframe. Please call 701.235.6603
Monday-Thursday 8:30-4:30 & Friday 8:30-noon for access to the church.
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CHRISTMAS EVE DINNER

Due to COVID-19 and the restrictions in place to keep everyone safe,
the 2020 Christmas Eve dinner will not be taking place within the
walls of Olivet. Instead, we will be working with community partners,
including area shelters, to ensure those most vulnerable in our
community receive a hot meal on Christmas Eve.
Each year our congregation answers the request to support the
Christmas Eve dinner through donations of time, food items, and
monetary donations. This year we will not be asking for donations of
time or food items, but your financial support is as important now as
ever. Although the dinners will not be served at Olivet or Nativity, it is
still our goal to feed 1,000 people.
Help us “be a light” in our community this Christmas by donating to
the Christmas Eve dinner. Watch our progress as we light the tree to
reach the goal of $10,000. To donate to the Christmas Eve dinner, visit
olivet.org and select Christmas Eve dinner or mail a check to the
church office.

GIVING TREE

This Christmas season, we will be partnering with Golden Drive
Homeless Kids to collect new items/gifts for children in our
community who are homeless. Gifts will be collected nowDecember 10 and will be distributed through area shelters and
schools prior to Christmas. If you would like to get involved we have a
drop box for new, unwrapped items in the vestibule at the church. If
you would prefer not to shop in person, we encourage you to visit
smile.amazon.com and select Olivet Lutheran Church as your
charity. You can then view the wish list and ship the item(s)
directly to the church.
Suggested gift ideas include:
hand/foot warmers
backpacks
travel games
card games
sippy cups
combs/brushes
socks/slippers
legos
fast food gift cards
winter gear
water bottles
hygiene items

teen sized sweatshirts
beef jerky
granola bars
pudding
jello
pop tarts

Thank you for making Christmas a little brighter for the kids in our
community experiencing homelessness.

ADVENT PRAYER

This Advent season we invite you to a time of
Advent Healing Prayer. We will share
together what is upon our hearts and souls
and then use a special Advent Litany to lift
up those prayers. Please join us (virtually or
via phone) Wednesdays at noon on
December 2, 9, 16, & 23 to share in healing
prayer. Bring your concerns for others, our
community, and our world and join in a time
for healing and prayer. To join by phone dial
1-224-501-3412 and enter Access Code: 824029-309. The link to join online can be found
at olivet.org

STREAMING EQUIPMENT
BLACKOUT BINGO

Thank you to all who have contributed to
the purchase of our new streaming
equipment. As of the time of this
publication, we have 2 BINGO squares
remaining! We are excited to move forward
with our upgrade and even more excited for
you to enjoy the enhanced livestream of the
worship once it has been installed.

CHRISTMAS SERVICES

Unless we see a steady decline of new/active cases in our county, we will not be gathering in-person for Christmas
Eve worship. However, we are working on new and innovative ways to offer these cherished worship services with
many of the elements you have come to know and love over the years, including familiar hymns, readings, and
worship leaders.
Worship schedule (all services are available at olivet.org and
Sunday services also broadcast on WDAY 970 AM):
December 20: 10 a.m. worship led by the organ
December 23: No worship
December 24: 3 p.m. Children's Service and 4:30 p.m. Service of Lessons and Carols
December 25: We encourage you to watch one of our services from Christmas Eve
December 27: 10 a.m. worship led by the organ
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NOVEMBER 15-30

BE GENEROUS
Stewardship: Return your completed pledge card for the upcoming year to assist the Church council with
budgeting/mission planning for 2021.

NOVEMBER 15-DECEMBER 10

LOVE YOUR NEIGHBOR
Giving Tree: Donate new items and gifts for the children in our community who are facing homelessness.

NOVEMBER 19-DECEMBER 31

LOVE YOUR NEIGHBOR
Advent Gifts of Care Exchange: Create a connection with someone in our congregation.

NOVEMBER 15

BE INTENTIONAL
Worship: 10 a.m. livestream at olivet.org & radio broadcast on WDAY 970 AM

NOVEMBER 18

BE INTENTIONAL
Worship: 5:45 p.m. livestream at olivet.org

NOVEMBER 22

BE INTENTIONAL
Worship: 10 a.m. livestream at olivet.org & radio broadcast on WDAY 970 AM

NOVEMBER 22-DECEMBER 15

LOVE YOUR NEIGHBOR
Christmas Eve Dinner Fundraising: Provide a warm meal on Christmas Eve for our communities most vulnerable.

NOVEMBER 22-DECEMBER 31

BE GENEROUS
I Love My Church: Participate in our end of the year mission appeal. Donate in honor or in memory of a loved one.

NOVEMBER 25

BE INTENTIONAL
Thanksgiving Worship: 5:45 p.m. livestream at olivet.org

NOVEMBER 29

BE INTENTIONAL
Worship: 10 a.m. livestream at olivet.org & radio broadcast on WDAY 970 AM
Pray: Stir up your power, Lord Christ, and come. By your merciful protection awaken us to the threatening dangers of
our sins, and keep us blameless until the coming of your new day, for you live and reign with the Father and the Holy
Spirit, one God, now and forever.

DECEMBER 2

BE INTENTIONAL
Worship: 5:45 p.m. livestream at olivet.org

DECEMBER 6

BE INTENTIONAL
Worship: 10 a.m. livestream at olivet.org & radio broadcast on WDAY 970 AM
Pray: Stir up our hearts, Lord God, to prepare the way of your only Son. By his coming strengthen us to serve you with
purified lives; through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now
and forever.

DECEMBER 9

BE INTENTIONAL
Worship: 5:45 p.m. livestream at olivet.org

DECEMBER 13

BE INTENTIONAL
Worship: 10 a.m. livestream at olivet.org & radio broadcast on WDAY 970 AM
Pray: Stir up the wills of your faithful people, Lord God, and open our ears to the words of your prophets, that, anointed
by your Spirit, we may testify to your light; through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and
the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

DECEMBER 16

BE INTENTIONAL
Worship: 5:45 p.m. livestream at olivet.org

DECEMBER 20

BE INTENTIONAL
Worship: 10 a.m. livestream at olivet.org & radio broadcast on WDAY 970 AM
Pray: Stir up your power, Lord Christ, and come. With your abundant grace and might, free us from the sin that would
obstruct your mercy, that willingly we may bear your redeeming love to all the world, for you live and reign with the
Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

DECEMBER 24

BE INTENTIONAL
Worship: 3 p.m. Children's Service - and - 4:30 p.m. Lessons & Carols at olivet.org

DECEMBER 25

BE INTENTIONAL
Celebrate the birth of Jesus Christ by watching one of our Christmas Eve services

DECEMBER 27

BE INTENTIONAL
Worship: 10 a.m. livestream at olivet.org & radio broadcast on WDAY 970 AM

DECEMBER 30

BE INTENTIONAL
Worship: 5:45 p.m. livestream at olivet.org
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