
Therefore, keep awake—for you do not know when the master of the house will come, in the evening, or at midnight, 
or at cockcrow, or at dawn. – Mark 13:35

Announcements

Confession and Forgiveness
Pastor:    Blessed be God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, whose forgiveness is sure and whose steadfast love   
               endures forever. 
People:  Amen.
Pastor:   Together let us honestly and humbly confess that we have not lived as God desires.

Silence is kept for reflection.

Pastor:     Loving and forgiving God,
People:   we confess that we are held captive by sin. In spite of our best efforts, we have gone astray. We 
                 have not welcomed the stranger; we have not loved our neighbor; we have not been Christ to one 
                another. Restore us, O God. Wake us up and turn us from our sin. Renew us each day in the light 
                of Christ. Amen.
Pastor:    People of God, hear this glad news: by God’s endless grace your sins are forgiven, and you are free—
                  free from all that holds you back and free to live in the peaceable realm of God. May you be strengthened 
                 in God’s love, comforted by Christ’s peace, and accompanied with the power of the Holy Spirit.
People:    Amen.     

                      
Opening Hymn                                         O Come, O Come, Emmanuel                                  ELW 257 (vs 1, 3, 5, 7) 
Greeting
Pastor:    The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
People:   And also with you.

Blessing of the Advent wreath by the Heilman family
People:  Light one candle to watch for Messiah; let the light banish darkness. He shall bring salvation to 
               Israel, God fulfills the promise. (ELW 240, vs. 1)
Reader(s): God of the promise, we see a world in darkness, yet we boldly declare, "The Lord is on the way!" We wait, 
and watch, and wonder, for the days that are surely coming, when there will be justice and righteousness in the land. 
Our communities, our relationships, our homes, our very lives are filled with brokenness, conflict, and trouble. The 
whole earth cries out for redemption. 
We light a candle to prepare a home for Christ when he comes. 
On this first Sunday of Advent, we light this candle to keep us alert, so that we are not weighed down by the worries 
of this life. We light this candle to keep us alert - awake for our Lord's coming home.

People:  Light one candle to watch for Messiah; let the light banish darkness. He shall bring salvation to 
               Israel, God fulfills the promise. (ELW 240, vs. 1)

Prayer of the Day
Stir up your power, Lord Christ, and come. By your merciful protection awaken us to the threatening dangers of our 
sins, and keep us blameless until the coming of your new day, for you live and reign with the Father and the Holy 
Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.
First Reading                                                                                                                                           Isaiah 64:1-9 
This lament comes from a people who have had their hopes shattered. The visions of a rebuilt Jerusalem and a 
renewed people of God, spoken of in Isaiah 40–55, have not been realized. Instead, the people experience ruin, 
conflict, and famine. This lament calls God to account—to be the God who has brought deliverance in the past.

Psalm 80:1-7, 17-19 (read in unison)
¹Hear, O Shepherd of Israel, leading Joseph like a flock; shine forth, you that are enthroned upon the cherubim.
²In the presence of Ephraim, Benjamin, and Manasseh, stir up your strength and come to help us.
³Restore us, O God; let your face shine upon us, and we shall be saved.
⁴O LORD God of hosts, how long will your anger fume when your people pray? 
⁵You have fed them with the bread of tears; you have given them bowls of tears to drink.
⁶You have made us the derision of our neighbors, and our enemies laugh us to scorn.
⁷Restore us, O God of hosts; let your face shine upon us, and we shall be saved.
¹⁷Let your hand be upon the one at your right hand, the one you have made so strong for yourself. 
¹⁸And so will we never turn away from you; give us life, that we may call upon your name.
¹⁹Restore us, O LORD God of hosts; let your face shine upon us, and we shall be saved. 
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Second Reading                                                                                                                           1 Corinthians 1:3-9
As the Christians in Corinth await the advent of Jesus, Paul reminds them how the Lord has already enriched them 
through spiritual gifts and will continue to strengthen them until the coming day of the Lord.

Pastor:   The Holy Gospel according to Mark the 13th chapter.
People: (sing) Prepare the royal highway; the King of Kings is near! Let ev’ry hill and valley a level road appear!
                  Then greet the King of Glory, foretold in sacred story:Hosanna to the Lord, for He fulfills God’s Word!
Gospel                                                                                                                                                   Mark 13:24-37
Jesus encourages his followers to look forward to the day when he returns in power and glory to end all suffering. 
Pastor:    The Gospel of the Lord. 
People: (sing) His is no earthly kingdom, it comes from heav’n above. His rule is peace and freedom and 
               justice, truth, and love. So let your praise be sounding for kindness so abounding: Hosanna to the 
               Lord, for He fulfills God’s Word. 

Sermon                                                                                                                                  Pastor Tiffany Sundeen

Hymn of the Day                                     Awake!  Awake, and Greet the New Morn                                        ELW 242

Apostles' Creed
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin  
Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead. On the 
third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will 
come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the     
resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.  Amen.

Prayers
Pastor:  ...Lord, in your mercy          People:  hear our prayer.   

Offering Moment
 
Invitation to Communion ~ Words of Institution
The Lord’s Prayer
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. Save us from the 
time of trial and deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever.  
Amen.  

Prayer
Pastor:    Gracious and abundant God, you have done great things for us, and we rejoice. In this bread and cup 
                 you give us life forever. In your boundless mercy, strengthen us and open our hearts to the world’s needs,
                for the sake of Jesus Christ, our Lord.
People:   Amen.

Blessing & Dismissal
Pastor:    The Creator of the stars bless your Advent waiting, the long-expected Savior fill you with love, the 
                unexpected Spirit guide your journey, now and forever.
People:   Amen.
Pastor:    Go in peace. Prepare the way of the Lord
People:  Thanks be to God. 

Closing Hymn                                                          Lift Up Your Heads                                                            SBH 8
 

BROADCAST Our Sunday worship service can be heard every Sunday on WDAY at 10 a.m. 
Today's broadcast is in memory of Marilyn Hartel. From family & friends.

BAPTISM Please welcome Ronan Brooks Brekhus, son of Preston & Winter Brekhus, 
as we celebrate his holy baptism today following the worship service.

THANK YOU A note of thanks to Kim Rensch, for sharing today's scripture readings; 
and to the Heilman family (Tom, Missy, Olivia, Jazlyn & Mila) for sharing 

the blessing of the Advent wreath, on this first Sunday of Advent.

*Please vist www.olivet.org for COVID-19 updates, including worship, news and events at Olivet.


