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FAREWELL GRANT

We invite you to join us in wishing Intern Pastor Grant Vanderford farewell as he
embarks on the next chapter of his ministry career. Grant became a part of our
Olivet family eight years ago when he joined Olivet as a youth director. He has
impacted the lives of many youth and adults in his time here. We have watched him
grow in his faith and ministry while serving at Olivet and while he will surely be
missed, we are excited for him to continue his ministry journey as he shares his faith
with another congregation.
Mark Your Calendar
On Wednesday, September 2, following the 5:45 p.m. worship we will offer an
opportunity for you to shower Grant with well wishes and words of encouragement
during a drive thru farewell event hosted in the East parking lot until 7:15 p.m.

THANK YOU

“When you heard the wonder of the Word I was there to cheer you on; you were raised to praise the living Lord to whom
you now belong.” – Borning Cry by John Ylvisaker
Beloved community of Olivet,
How can we begin to express our gratitude, our love, our hope, and our esteem? You have been present in my life, in
my family’s life, for many years, sharing in our joys and sorrows, blessing our wedding and the baptisms of our
children, partnering in ministry together in the community and in this church. Just as we are reminded in the words
of Borning Cry above, you have cheered me on in my faith formation and my pastoral formation, and together we are
called to praise the living Lord, the one to whom we belong!
We have walked along the path of discipleship together for the past eight years and now the path divides. But the
promise of the One who was there in the beginning and who will be there through it all holds fast! Christ Jesus goes
with us, even as our paths diverge, and the spirit of companionship and partnership will sustain us as we go.
You, beloved community, have been Christ – in the flesh – to me. And I pray that you continue to be Christ embodied
to each and every one who you encounter.
Peace be yours, dear ones. And know that you have placed an indelible fingerprint on my heart that I will see and be
encouraged by throughout my whole ministry and life.
Grant Vanderford

SIGN UP TO RECEIVE THE WEEKLY EMBLEM

We hope you find this special mailing full of useful information. While we no longer mail an Emblem to each
household, we do publish a weekly version that is emailed, available on our website, distributed at worship, or can be
picked up in the church office. We encourage you to stay up to date by signing up to receive the weekly Emblem by
email at olivet.org/enews.
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In-person, Live stream on the Olivet
website & on WDAY 970 AM
Wednesday Evenings: 5:45 p.m.
In-person (outdoor)
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News & Events

HOMECOMING SUNDAY: SEPTEMBER 20

Homecoming, by definition, is the return of a group of people usually on a special occasion to a place formerly
frequented or regarded as home. At Olivet, we celebrate homecoming each fall. After a busy summer that often takes
us in many different directions, we come back together in our church home.
Traditionally, Homecoming Sunday is when we kick off our fall and winter programming, which includes Sunday
School, Confirmation, Choirs, Quilting, Bible Studies, Women's Ministries, and so much more. As you can imagine, this
year looks a bit different.
On Sunday, September 20, we will celebrate Homecoming at Olivet. We encourage you to join us for worship (either inperson, virtually, or by radio) as we come back together in a new way. Following worship we will offer a drive-thru
blessing for students and teachers and a blessing of the backpacks (additional details can be found on the insert in
this publication).

PRAYER SQUARES

We are in need of around 175 prayer squares made for our
youth and teachers to remind them their Olivet family is
praying for them as they return to school.
The prayer squares will go with the materials that will be
distributed during the drive-by back-to-school blessing on
September 20. We ask that the squares be completed by
September 8 and dropped off at Olivet. Completed
squares should be placed in a an individual ziplock bag. If
you desire, you could add a Bible passage and your name
to the bag. We will insert a note and prayer to go with
them.
For the pattern or if you have questions please contact
Brenda at 701-371-4159 (cell) or 235-6603 or by email at
BBauer@olivet.org.

CIRCLE BIBLE STUDY

For the foreseeable future, the Olivet Circle groups will
meet as one group rather than individual circles on the
third Tuesday of each month at 9:30 a.m. Circle Bible
study will be offered online as well as in person in the
Fellowship Hall. If you are interested in joining a circle,
please contact Pastor Tiffany at 701.235.6603 or
tsundeen@olivet.org.

QUILTERS' COFFEE

The Olivet quilters will be gathering in the outdoor
worship space on Wednesday, September 9 at 10 a.m.
Coffee will be provided but we ask that you bring your
own chair and mask and practice physical distancing. In
the event of inclement weather we will move under the
awning near door 1 or into Fellowship Hall.

STEWARD OUR FUTURE CHURCH

For clarifying our thoughts and helping us to reset priorities, there’s nothing like a crisis – whether it’s a job layoff, a
death in the family, social upheaval or a health emergency. With COVID-19 we’ve witnessed plenty of all of these, and
more! Despite our natural resistance to change, we’re learning new ways to live. As a disciple of Christ, what thoughts
have clarified for you? As a follower of Jesus, what personal priorities have you reset?
The questions arise because you are the church, we are the church together and stewards of the church. We will pray
the Holy Spirit will guide us to a “new normal” of holy living as both disciples and community that will be different –
and better – than what we’ve known. What might that look like? Here are some questions to pray over and discuss:
When your church suspended in-person worship, what ways did you find to stay connected to God? To one
another? What did this teach you about holy living? About being church together?
COVID-19 forced us to “be church” without buildings. What has this revealed about the nature of community?
About the value of buildings? As we go back into our buildings, how can things be different? Why must they be?
In light of what we’ve learned, what values, ideas, traditions, habits should we let go of? Which should we keep?
What really matters? And why?
How can your insights, strengths and gifts help to shape the future of your life as a disciple and follower of Jesus?
Of your congregation?
What can you give to the future church in time, talent and treasure?
COVID-19’s crises are still teaching us. As stewards of God’s church, we can renew and restructure our church to fulfill
God’s mission. With God’s guidance, we will.
--Rob Blezard
Copyright © 2020, Rev. Robert Blezard. Pastor Blezard serves as an assistant to the bishop of the Lower Susquehanna Synod, ELCA, and works as content
editor for www.stewardshipoflife.org. He blogs at www.thestewardshipguy.com

News & Events

COUNCIL CORNER

Written by Council President, Steve Wood
Greetings Olivet,
Hope all is well with you and your families. Summer is winding down and we are looking to the fall. As usual, this
means the kickoff of confirmation, Sunday/Wednesday school, and the return from our whimsical summer weekend
schedules. Olivet staff have been working very hard to make sure the church is ready to continue these activities.
Sunday/Wednesday school and confirmation will be starting this fall and will be offered with virtual components.
Our services will continue from the summer schedule with Sundays at 10 a.m. and Wednesdays at 5:45 p.m. The
Sunday service will continue to be broadcast on the radio and YouTube. The video broadcast has been a huge success
for Olivet by being able to send our service to our homes, the lake, and even out-of-area guests. We are taking steps to
improve the quality and production of this broadcast now that we know its value (with or without a pandemic).
From a budget standpoint we are still on target and have been able to apply for federal and state relief programs to
help with operations. Certain expenses for sanitation supplies and technology expenses are up, however building
expenses, such as utilities, are down drastically. Thanks to all those who continue to support Olivet.
I pray that all stay safe this fall and are able to connect with our upcoming programming and events.

THE OFFICE IS OPEN!

We have heard it said many times since this
pandemic began: the building is not really the
church. The people are the church. The church
building is where they meet. And while those
statements are true, that doesn’t keep the church
building from holding many fond memories to those
who have sat on the pews, spent time in bible
studies, attended or assisted with youth
programming, mourned the loss of friends or family,
and celebrated baptisms, confirmations, &
weddings. The church building is where we gather
with our Christian family and feel at home.
We are happy to share that the church building is
open! Our staff is in the office Monday-Thursday
8:30-4:30 and Friday 8:30-noon. We are here and
ready to serve you. So give us a call, stop by (masks
required), or drop an email.

SOUL SISTERS

JOIN US FOR CHAIR YOGA

On September 3 & September 10, Olivet is offering a chair
yoga class, led by yoga instructor, Lori Hill. This one hour,
beginner class will stretch and balance your body, mind, and
spirit and will include a meditation component at the end of
class.
Class will be held in the outdoor worship area at 5:30 p.m.
Cost is $10 per session. Participants are asked to wear a mask
and physically distance from one another. Chairs will be
provided for the class. In the event of inclement weather,
meet by door 1.

WORSHIP VOLUNTEERS NEEDED

Now that we have returned to in-person worship, we are in
need of volunteers at our worship services to serve as
greeters and ushers. Our volunteers will maintain physical
distance and take additional precautions for safety. For
available
dates
and
to
sign
up,
please
visit
olivet.org/volunteer or click here.

Soul Sisters will resume October 8 at 6:30 p.m. We will be kicking off the fall reading and discussing Being at Home in
the World by Laetitia Mizero Hellerud. Watch for additional details as October approaches!

WALK AND TALK GROUP

Beginning September 17 through October 15 on Thursdays at 5 p.m.
join us (weather permitting) for a “walk and talk group.” Each week
will explore creation and God’s gifts as we walk. The sessions will
begin by hearing a verse to meditate upon at the beginning of the walk,
walking for about 30 minutes, then returning to Olivet to have a time
to share and pray. Masks are encouraged even if outdoors.

News & Events

Here's what's happening with children & youth
ministry at Olivet this fall
SUNDAY/WEDNESDAY SCHOOL

Sunday/Wednesday school will begin on September 20, connecting digitally, with the goal to return to in-person
instruction when it is safe to do so. Each week, families will receive access to videos, lessons, and activities that align
with the message in worship.
We have two options for fall programming. The first is to receive digital content and lessons specifically created for our
students by Olivet staff. There will be no cost to participate in this option.
The second option for fall programming is to receive the digital content as well as a monthly faith activity box OctoberDecember. There is a fee of $30 for this option to help cover the cost of materials. If we determine it is not yet safe to
gather again early 2021, we will reach out to those who chose to receive the monthly faith box regarding extending that
service.
When we return to in-person Sunday/Wednesday school, there will be a re-registration process that will allow you to
indicate whether you would prefer to attend Sunday morning or Wednesday evening programming as well as a prorated fee for the program year.

FIRST COMMUNION FOR 6TH
GRADERS

Our incoming 6th graders would have celebrated their
first communion with the congregation last spring, but
due to COVID closures, this was not possible. Many took
their first communion classes virtually and were able to
share this important milestone at home on Easter
Sunday, but have not yet been able to share in this
sacrament with the pastors and congregation.
We invite our 6th graders and parent(s) to participate in
a first communion class and receive the materials to
make their first communion banners on September 9
at 7 p.m. We will then share in their first communion
at our outdoor worship service on September 16 at
5:45 p.m.
Additional details will be sent to 6th grade families via
mail & email. If you have questions, please contact
Michelle Elness at melness@olivet.org or 701.235.6603.

CONFIRMATION

Confirmation will resume on September 16 at 7 p.m.,
using hybrid instruction with the goal to return to inperson instruction when it is safe to do so.
Detailed information, including a schedule for in-person vs.
online instruction dates will be sent to each family via mail
& email. If you do not receive the information, please
contact Tyler Wright by emailing youth@olivet.org.
Because we do not know what will happen with COVID-19
cases as students return to school, we have moved the
confirmation service of the 10th grade students to the end
of September rather than the traditional late-October
timeline on Reformation Sunday.
A private confirmation service will be held at 2 p.m. on
September 27 for the confirmands, their household
members, and their mentor. Because of our restrictions
due to COVID, the service will be live streamed so those
who are unable to attend will be able to watch.

BACK-TO-SCHOOL BLESSING &
BLESSING OF THE BACKPACKS

Each fall we celebrate the return to school with a special blessing for the
students and teachers, as well as a blessing of the backpacks. This year
school looks a bit different, so our annual blessing will too. We invite you
to join us for a drive thru blessing (and goody bag pickup) on
Homecoming Sunday, September 20 at 11 a.m. in the North loop. We are
excited to see you and hear about your first few weeks of school!

W A Y S

WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 2

T O

C O N N E C T

T H I S

Outdoor worship: 5:45 p.m.

FALL

Farewell send-off for intern Minister Grant Vanderford: 7-7:30 p.m. drive thru event in the East
parking lot to shower Grant with well wishes and words of encouragement
THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 3

Scripture Bible Study: 10:30 a.m. meeting in person in the Fellowship Hall & online
Chair Yoga: 5:30 p.m. in the outdoor worship space

SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 6
WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 9

Worship: 10 a.m. in-person, online, and radio broadcast
Quilters' Coffee: 10 a.m. in the outdoor worship area
Outdoor worship: 5:45 p.m.
First communion class and banner material distribution for incoming 6th graders: 7 p.m.

THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 10

Scripture Bible Study: 10:30 a.m. meeting in person in the Fellowship Hall & online
Chair Yoga: 5:30 p.m. in the outdoor worship space

SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 13
TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 15

WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 16

Worship: 10 a.m. in-person, online, and radio broadcast
Circle Bible Study: 9:30 a.m. meeting in person in the Fellowship Hall & online
Outdoor worship with first communion for 6th graders: 5:45 p.m.
First night of confirmation: 7 p.m. 6th & 8th grade students and their parents meet in-person, 7th,
9th, & 10th grade students meet online

THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 17

Scripture Bible Study: 10:30 a.m. meeting in person in the Fellowship Hall & online
Walk & Talk: 5 p.m. meet near the East entrance to Olivet

SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 20
(HOMECOMING SUNDAY)

Worship: 10 a.m. in-person, online, and radio broadcast
Distribution of homecoming goody bags and drive thru back-to-school blessing for students &
teachers : 11 a.m.
Digital Sunday School begins

WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 23

Outdoor worship: 5:45 p.m.
Confirmation: 7 p.m. 7th & 9th grade students and their parents meet in-person, 6th, 8th, & 10th
grade students meet online

THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 24

Scripture Bible Study: 10:30 a.m. meeting in person in the Fellowship Hall & online
Walk & Talk: 5 p.m. meet near the East entrance to Olivet

SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 27

Worship: 10 a.m. in-person, online, and radio broadcast
Confirmation of 10th grade students: 2 p.m.

WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 30

Outdoor worship: 5:45 p.m.
Confirmation: 7 p.m. 6th grade students and small groups meet in-person. 7th, 8th, & 9th grade
students meet online

Please note, the schedule above is subject to change. Please visit olivet.org for the most current information.
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FALL WORSHIP SCHEDULE

September worship services are scheduled as follows:
Sundays: 10 a.m in-person, online, and on the radio
Wednesdays: 5:45 p.m. outside (weather permitting). The Wednesday service will move indoors in October.
Since we have returned to in-person worship, we are averaging 40 people in attendance on Wednesday evenings and
between 65-70 people in attendance on Sundays. Historically, our attendance has increased in the fall and we are
confident that we have capacity to safely welcome those back that may not traditionally attend in-person services in
the summer, while still maintaining physical distancing.
For additional information regarding our re-gathering plan, please visit olivet.org/return-to-worship.

