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Wednesday Evenings: 5:45 p.m.
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Phone: 701.235.6603
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App: download the MyChurch app
or text "Olivet App" to 77977
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Instagram.com/olivet_fargo
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Now that we have returned to in-person worship, we are in need of
volunteers at our worship services to serve as greeters and ushers. Our
volunteers will maintain physical distance and take additional
precautions for safety. For available dates and to sign up, please visit
olivet.org or click here. 

WORSHIP VOLUNTEERS

Although the pandemic has changed the way we do almost everything, our support for area agencies continues. Meals
on Wheels continues to use Olivet as a distribution site, each month a small team of Olivet members prepares food for
Micah's Mission Shelter residents, in mid-July our food pantry donated over 500 pounds of non-perishable foods to the
Dorothy Day house in Moorhead, and last week members gathered "most-needed" items that were requested for all
Churches United locations and dropped them off at the church. We are grateful that due to your continued generosity
we are able to provide financial support to our other ministry partners, both locally and globally.  

CONTINUING TO SUPPORT OUR MINISTRY PARTNERS

Jesus told them another parable, “The kingdom of heaven is like yeast
that a woman took and mixed in with three measures of flour until all of
it was leavened.” – Matthew 13:33

Bread-baking enjoyed renewed popularity during the COVID-19
pandemic, so much so that yeast has been in short supply. Thankfully, it
takes only a little dab of yeast to leaven an entire loaf of bread. Likewise,
a little bit of Jesus in our lives encourages us to pursue freedom and
justice for all people.

FOOD FOR THOUGHT

As outlined last week, we continue to
plan for fall and what our youth and
children's programming might look like,
as well as worship, Bible studies, music
ministries, and the numerous other
events that take place within the church
building each week. We are watching the
trends for Cass county as well as the
state of North Dakota and the nation. All
updates and communication regarding
programming decisions for fall will be
shared using social media, our website,
and this publication. We appreciate your
patience as we discern next steps with
the health and safety of our congregation
and community front of mind.  

FALL PROGRAMING

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/8050b4caaaa22aaf58-summer
https://olivet.org/return-to-worship/
https://olivet.org/return-to-worship/


News & Events

“They need not go away. You give them something to eat.” – Matthew 14:16
 

Beloved community, welcome to August.
 

It’s been a long, weird summer. 
 

And I know people are weary of COVID-19; wearing masks, social distancing, feeling isolated, trying to stay healthy. 

And I know people are anxious about the state of our country: protests and riots, the inequality and brutality that our
Black/Indigenous People of Color (BIPOC) siblings in Christ experience on a daily basis, the surge in violent racism and white-
supremacy, the polarized state of our politics. 
 

And I know that it feels like it would be easier to just give up. It seems like we should just throw the masks away, act as if this
pandemic is just not happening, turn our eyes away from the racism that is rampant and visible, and plug our ears to the cries of
those who suffer from unjust and oppressive systems. 
 

But, beloved community, this is not the way of the cross, the way of Jesus. The way of the cross is narrow and steep and rocky. The
way of Jesus leads away from power and protectionism and toward those who are oppressed and suffering. The way of Jesus
always pushes us over the lines that we’ve drawn in the sand. The way of the cross always offers us new life that we never cold
have even imagined had we not been buried with Christ and raised again.
 

The disciples in Matthew’s account of the feeding of the five thousand are exasperated, weary, and worn out. They are sick of this
crowd following them and clamoring for Jesus to teach and heal them. In their weariness and desire to get some rest they go to
Jesus with the suggestion “just send these people home!” Get them out of our hair!
 

Jesus responds by taking the last little bit they have, just a measly amount of bread and fish, and puts it back on them. “You give
them something to eat.” And it feeds the whole crowd! There is enough for everyone to eat their fill and still twelve baskets of
leftovers! 
 

Beloved community, no matter how tired you are, no matter how exasperated with the systems of oppression and injustice, no
matter how isolated you feel because of COVID-19, no matter how little energy, patience, care, or belief you think you have left,
rest assured: it is enough. Enough for Jesus to revive you and those around you. Enough to spark a miracle or two. Enough for God
to turn the world around. 
 

This world is hungry, hurting, tired, lonely, and on the verge of breakdown. Hear Jesus inviting you: “You give them something to
eat.” 
 

Peace,
 

Grant Vanderford

PASTOR'S PEN
Written by Lay Minister Grant Vanderford

Beginning Thursday, August 6, the Scripture Bible
Study group (AKA "Bill's Bible Study") will resume
meeting in-person, in addition to online, at 11
a.m. The group will meet in Fellowship Hall.
Tables and chairs will be setup to allow for
physical distancing. 

Those who are interested in attending in-person
should plan to enter through door 1 or door 2 just
before 11 a.m., hand sanitize upon arrival, and
wear a mask for the duration of their time in the
church. Because masks are required, coffee will
not be served. 

THURSDAY MORNING BIBLE
STUDY RESUMING IN-
PERSON MEETINGSBeginning Thursday, August 6, Olivet will be offering a six

week chair yoga class, led by yoga instructor, Lori Hill. This
one hour, beginner class will stretch and balance your body,
mind, and spirit and will include a meditation component at
the end of class. 

Class will be held in the outdoor worship area Thursday
evenings August 6-September 10 at 5:30 p.m. Participants can
join one class or all 6. Cost is $10 per session. Pre-registration
is not required, but is preferred by emailing
Bbauer@olivet.org or calling  701.235.6603 ext 23.

Participants are asked to wear a mask and physically distance
from one another. Chairs will be provided for the class. In the
event of inclement weather, meet by door 1.

JOIN US FOR OUTDOOR CHAIR
YOGA


