
“But as for what was sown on good soil, this is the one who hears the word and understands it.”   -  Matthew 13:23
 

Welcome & Announcements

Confession and Forgiveness
Pastor:    Blessed be the holy Trinity, one God, whose steadfast love is everlasting, whose faithfulness endures 
           from generation to generation.
People:  Amen.
Pastor:    Trusting in the mercy of God, let us confess our sin.

Silence is kept for reflection
Pastor:    Reconciling God,
People:   we confess that we do not trust your abundance, and we deny your presence in our lives. We place
                   our hope in ourselves and rely on our own efforts. We fail to believe that you provide enough for all.
                We abuse your good creation for our own benefit. We fear difference and do not welcome others
           as you have welcomed us. We sin in thought, word, and deed. By your grace, forgive us; through 
           your love, renew us; and in your Spirit, lead us; sO that we may live and serve you in newness of
                life. Amen.
Pastor:    Beloved of God, by the radical abundance of divine mercy we have peace with God through Christ Jesus,
                through whom we have obtained grace upon grace. Our sins are forgiven. Let us live now in hope. For 
                hope does not disappoint, because God’s love has been poured into our hearts through the Holy Spirit.
People:    Amen.

Opening Hymn                                               Word of God, Come Down on Earth                                           ELW 510

Greeting
Pastor:    The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
People:   And also with you.

Prayer of the Day
Almighty God, we thank you for planting in us the seed of your word. By your Holy Spirit help us to receive it with joy, 
live according to it, and grow in faith and hope and love, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.
                                                             
First Reading                                                                                                                      Isaiah 55:10-13, page 598
God’s word to Israel’s exiles is as sure and effective as never-failing precipitation. Their return to the Holy Land in a 
new exodus is cheered on by singing mountains and by trees that clap their hands. 

Psalm 65:1-13 (read in unison)      
¹You are to be praised, O God, in Zion; to you shall vows be fulfilled.
²To you, the one who answers prayer, to you all flesh shall come.
³Our sins are stronger than we are, but you blot out our transgressions.
⁴Happy are they whom you choose and draw to your courts to dwell there! They will be satisfied by the beauty
 of your house, by the holiness of your temple. 
⁵Awesome things will you show us in your righteousness, O God of our salvation, O hope of all the ends of
 the earth and of the oceans far away.
⁶You make firm the mountains by your power; you are girded about with might.
⁷You still the roaring of the seas, the roaring of their waves, and the clamor of the peoples.
⁸Those who dwell at the ends of the earth will tremble at your marvelous signs; you make the dawn and the
 dusk to sing for joy. 
⁹You visit the earth and water it abundantly; you make it very plenteous; the river of God is full of water. You
 prepare the grain, for so you provide for the earth.
¹⁰You drench the furrows and smooth out the ridges; with heavy rain you soften the ground and bless its
  increase.
¹¹You crown the year with your goodness, and your paths overflow with plenty.
¹²May the fields of the wilderness be rich for grazing, and the hills be clothed with joy.
¹³May the meadows cover themselves with flocks, and the valleys cloak themselves with grain; let them
  shout for joy and sing. 
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Second Reading                                                                                       Romans 8:1-11, page 918 
There is no condemnation for those who live in Christ. God sent Christ to accomplish what the law was unable to do: 
condemn sin and free us from its death-dealing ways. The Spirit now empowers proper actions and values in our 
lives and gives us the promise of resurrected life.

Gospel Acclamation    
People: Alleluia, Lord, to whom shall we go? You have the words of eternal life.  Alleluia. Alleluia.                                            
Pastor:   The Holy Gospel according to Matthew, the 13th chapter.     People:   Glory to you, O Lord.

Gospel                                                                                                                Matthew 13:1-9, 18-23, page 794 
In Matthew’s gospel, both Jesus and his disciples “sow the seed” of God’s word by proclaiming the good news that 
“the kingdom of heaven is near.” Now, in a memorable parable, Jesus explains why this good news produces different 
results in those who hear.

Pastor:  The gospel of the Lord.     People:  Praise to you, O Christ. 
   
Sermon                                                                                                                                           Pastor Bill Boelter

Hymn of the Day                                                 As Rain from the Clouds                                                   ELW 508

Apostles' Creed
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of
the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended 
to the dead. On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand
of the Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of
sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.

Offering Moment

Prayers
Pastor:  ...Lord, in your mercy          People:  hear our prayer.   

The Lord’s Prayer
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. Save us from the 
time of trial and deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever.  
Amen.  

Blessing & Dismissal
Pastor:   Neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor rulers, nor things present, nor things to come, nor powers, nor 
               height, nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to separate us from the love of God in 
               Christ Jesus. God, the creator, Jesus, the Christ, and the Holy Spirit, the comforter, bless you and keep 
               you in eternal love.
People:   Amen.
Pastor:   Go in peace. Christ is with you. People:  Thanks be to God. 

Closing Hymn                                         Almighty God, Your Word Is Cast                                              ELW 516
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