
[Jesus said] “Come to me, all you that are weary and are carrying heavy burdens, and I will give you rest. . .  and you 
will find rest for your souls. ”  -  Matthew 11:28, 29

Welcome & Announcements

Confession and Forgiveness
Pastor:    Blessed be the holy Trinity, one God, whose steadfast love is everlasting, whose faithfulness endures 
           from generation to generation.
People:  Amen.
Pastor:    Trusting in the mercy of God, let us confess our sin.

Silence is kept for reflection
Pastor:    Reconciling God,
People:   we confess that we do not trust your abundance, and we deny your presence in our lives. We place
                   our hope in ourselves and rely on our own efforts. We fail to believe that you provide enough for all.
                We abuse your good creation for our own benefit. We fear difference and do not welcome others
           as you have welcomed us. We sin in thought, word, and deed. By your grace, forgive us; through 
           your love, renew us; and in your Spirit, lead us; sO that we may live and serve you in newness of
                life. Amen.
Pastor:    Beloved of God, by the radical abundance of divine mercy we have peace with God through Christ Jesus,
                through whom we have obtained grace upon grace. Our sins are forgiven. Let us live now in hope. For 
                hope does not disappoint, because God’s love has been poured into our hearts through the Holy Spirit.
People:    Amen.

Opening Hymn                                               For the Beauty of the Earth                                                     ELW 879

Greeting
Pastor:    The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
People:   And also with you.

Prayer of the Day
You are great, O God, and greatly to be praised. You have made us for yourself, and our hearts are restless until 
they rest in you. Grant that we may believe in you, call upon you, know you, and serve you, through your Son, Jesus 
Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.
                                                             
First Reading                                                                                                                                   Zechariah 9:9-12 
The coming messianic king will inaugurate an era of disarmament and prosperity. Because of God’s covenant with 
Israel, the people are designated as “prisoners of hope.” 

Psalm 145:8-14 (read in unison)      
⁸The LORD is gracious and full of compassion, slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love.
⁹LORD, you are good to all, and your compassion is over all your works. 
¹⁰All your works shall praise you, O LORD, and your faithful ones shall bless you.
¹¹They shall tell of the glory of your kingdom and speak of your power,
¹²that all people may know of your power and the glorious splendor of your kingdom.
¹³Your kingdom is an everlasting kingdom; your dominion endures through-out all ages. You, LORD, are
   faithful in all your words, and loving in all your works.
¹⁴The Lord upholds all those who fall and lifts up those who are bowed down.

Second Reading                                                                                       Romans 7:15-25a 
Life captive to sin is a catch-22 existence in which we know good but do not do it and do things we know to be wrong. 
Through Jesus Christ, God has set us free from such a futile existence.

Gospel Acclamation    
People: Alleluia, Lord, to whom shall we go? You have the words of eternal life.  Alleluia. Alleluia.                                            
Pastor:   The Holy Gospel according to Matthew, the 11th chapter.     People:   Glory to you, O Lord.
                                                                                                                                                                                                
Gospel                                                                                                                Matthew 11:16-19, 25-30 
Jesus chides people who find fault with both his ministry and that of John the Baptist. He thanks God that wisdom 
and intelligence are not needed to receive what God has to offer.

Pastor:  The gospel of the Lord.     People:  Praise to you, O Christ. 
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Hymn of the Day                                          What a Friend We Have in Jesus                                                ELW 742

Apostles' Creed
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of
the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended 
to the dead. On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand
of the Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of
sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.

Prayers
Pastor:  ...Lord, in your mercy          People:  hear our prayer.   

Offering Moment

Invitation to Home Communion - Words of Institution

The Lord’s Prayer
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. Save us from the 
time of trial and deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever.  
Amen.  

Prayer
Pastor: God of the welcome table, in this meal we have feasted on your goodness and have been united by your
             presence among us. Empower us to go forth sustained by these gifts so that we may share your neighborly
             love with all, through Jesus Christ, the giver of abundant life. Amen.

Blessing & Dismissal
Pastor:   Neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor rulers, nor things present, nor things to come, nor powers, nor 
               height, nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to separate us from the love of God in 
               Christ Jesus. God, the creator, Jesus, the Christ, and the Holy Spirit, the comforter, bless you and keep 
               you in eternal love.
People:   Amen.
Pastor:   Go in peace. Christ is with you. People:  Thanks be to God. 

Closing Hymn                                          O Beautiful for Spacious Skies                                              ELW 888
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