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W E E K L Y  E M B L E M

We are excited to announce that we are resuming in-person
outdoor worship on Sunday, June 21 at 7 p.m. This worship
service will be offered weekly on Sunday evenings and will be
held until further notice. This service is in addition to the 10
a.m. radio broadcast and livestream. Our goal is to offer at
least one in-person worship service each week until we can
resume our normal worship schedule. 
 

The 7 p.m. service will take place in the outdoor worship area
around the stage. Seating will not be provided so please bring
your own chair or blanket. Seating areas will be highlighted on
the ground. We ask that you please remain at least six feet
apart from other households. If you would prefer to stay in
your vehicle with the windows down, you are welcome to do
so, we simply ask that you turn off your engine to allow others
to hear. The church building will remain closed, with the
exception of door 9, providing access to the restroom. Masks
will not be required, but are highly encouraged. Additional
details regarding returning to in-person gatherings at Olivet
can be found inside this publication.
 

We have truly missed being together and are looking forward
to the opportunity to worship with you.
 

OUTDOOR WORSHIP SCHEDULED

FOR SUNDAY EVENINGS AT 7 P.M.

SUNDAYS WITH SANDY'S 
Sandy’s Donuts are a fun part of Sunday morning traditions
at Olivet for people of all ages. To keep this tradition going,
we are bringing Sandy’s Donuts to you! Each Sunday
morning, an Olivet staff member or volunteer will randomly
deliver Sandy’s Donuts to someone’s front door before
virtual worship. If you would like to get involved and help
brighten someone’s day, please contact Bev
(bgravdahl@olivet.org).

WISHING YOU A
HAPPY FATHER'S

DAY!

HEY DADS,



News & Events

COUNCIL CORNER
Written by Council President, Steve Wood

Greetings Everyone, 
 

Hope everyone is enjoying the first part of summer. 
 

I think we’re all over the novelty of “virtual” things. This couldn’t have been more apparent with the parking lot parade that
we had last month. It was great to see dozens of cars go through the course with some cars even decorated and people
holding signs. It was great to see the people at a distance that we’ve been seeing behind a screen. The ice cream was
appreciated as well. 
 

We’ve been watching COVID numbers and trying to look for trends. It does appear in Cass county that we are ready to
take that next step. We are excited to start a weekly outdoor service starting Sunday June 21st at 7PM. To be able to have
this service, we have been educating ourselves with information that’s being provided by the health departments and the
CDC. Last week I was able to sit in on virtual discussion of churches in the Eastern North Dakota Synod which was being
led by our Interim Bishop, Larry Wohlrabe. We were able to hear from a few churches that had a week of in-person
services under their belt and others like us that were planning to open soon. It was a valuable conversation.
 

I am very pleased with the work that the Olivet staff have put into safety and distancing processes and procedures. Last
night during our council meeting we had an opportunity to ask questions “Do you have a plan for this? What are you
going to do about that? And I was happy to hear how prepared we will be. There will be communications going out
through the mail and on our website/facebook on guidelines for attending these services. Please read up on the
information and come prepared.It will be great to see everyone.
 

I also want to thank Olivet for their work for social justice. Even before the death of George Floyd, we have been
welcoming everyone as stated on our yard signs, our programs in our buildings, and our messaging. But with recent
tensions, I am proud of the sermons that have been broadcasted on the radio and the internet these last few weeks, I am
eager to participate in the Dear Church book discussion, and looking forward to future programming that is being
planned. I hope that we can listen and learn to empathize with the experiences of others and then act in ways to help
those that encounter racism in their everyday lives. 
 

Steve Wood
 

This summer, we invite you to read and discuss the book Dear Church: A Love Letter from a
Black Preacher to the Whitest Denomination in the U.S. by Pastor Lenny Duncan. Lenny
Duncan is a person of color and an ELCA pastor who invites us to honest reflection and holy
action as we hear the cries of the crucified body of Christ on earth. There are no easy, simple
answers to racism. But that doesn’t mean we give up or give in to the sinful pandemic of
institutional racism. As we continue to learn and listen together, hear this: we can and we
must do better together.
 

You are invited to sign up to be part of a reading and listening cohort. Each cohort will consist
of nine participants and one facilitator, and these groups will meet in person at Olivet under
the East Entrance canopy at their designated time for four weekly sessions. Two cohorts will
be available through the summer, the first beginning this week. The second cohort will begin
meeting in mid-July. Available times are listed on the sign-up link. 
 

Participants are asked to bring your own lawn chair, water, coffee or refreshments, and to
wear a mask. We will practice social distancing per CDC guidelines. The church will be open
for bathroom use only. In the event of inclement weather, we will move inside the church, still
practicing physical distancing.  
 

"DEAR CHURCH" BOOK DISCUSSION: SESSION 1 BEGINS THIS WEEK

Each person will purchase the book on their own. The church has a limited number of copies available for $12 or you are
welcome to purchase your copy online. 
 
Click here to sign up for a spot in a cohort. Please only submit one sign up per person.

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/8050B4CAAAA22AAF58-book


Phase 1 includes continuing the livestream and radio broadcast of worship at 10 a.m. on Sunday mornings, as well as
adding an outdoor worship service once a week during the summer months. The outdoor in-person worship service will be
offered while practicing extreme hygiene and strict physical distancing protocols.
During this phase, our staff will continue to work remote or in small teams, as we have since the end of March.
We will open the church to internal small groups (25 people max per group) during this phase. The intention of limiting
our groups is to ensure we have time and resources to properly sanitize between events / groups.

We will have hand sanitizer available in all common areas.
Traffic flow will be regulated.
You will be asked to stay with your household and remain at least 6 feet away from other households.
Bulletins will be made available online but will not be printed.
We ask that following worship, you “Go in Peace and Serve the Lord” rather than congregating with other households in
the worship area or on the Olivet grounds.
Greetings will be “no contact” including when we share the peace during worship and exiting the worship area at the
conclusion of worship.
We will not pass an offering plate, instead offerings can be brought to the stage area after worship.
If Holy Communion is served, individual cups will be used for both bread and grape juice.

Distribution of the communion elements will happen when you arrive, by a gloved usher for your use during the
service.
We will commune in unison.

The church will remain closed, except for the restrooms, which will be available for use during worship as needed.
No coffee and fellowship between services. 
Masks will not be required but are highly encouraged for those attending worship.

While we are deeply longing to be together again, we recognize that loving your neighbor has meant staying home. We are
working as a staff, council, and larger church body to ensure that we do not rush our return to regular in-person worship.
 

During this difficult time as we wrestle with when our longing to physically gather again, we are reminded of 1 Corinthians
10:23-24 & 32-33 “23 You say, “I have the right to do anything.” But not everything is helpful. Again you say, “I have the right to
do anything.” But not everything builds us up. 24 No one should look out for their own interests. Instead, they should look out for
the interests of others. 32 Don’t do anything that causes another person to trip and fall. It doesn’t matter if that person is a Jew
or a Greek or a member of God’s church. 33 Follow my example. I try to please everyone in every way. I’m not looking out for what
is good for me. I’m looking out for the interests of others. I do it so that they might be saved.
 

Will we immediately jump back into our old schedule?
No. We plan to return to “normal” in three phases, using a variety published guidelines and metrics as a framework for our
plan. We acknowledge that we will likely need to move between phases over the next few months and will continue to work
diligently to adapt our plans and protocols to keep you safe.
 

When reviewing the data provided by the ND Department of Health over the past 14 days, we are seeing a downward
trajectory of active cases  in North Dakota, as well as a and relatively low daily positivity average for newly identified cases
statewide. As a result of these trends, we have set a date for our first in-person worship service.

 

How will Olivet follow physical distancing guidelines before, during, and after worship in Phase 1?
All in-person worship services will be held outdoors whenever possible. If weather does not permit outdoor worship during
the scheduled time, worship that week will only take place via livestream and the radio broadcast on Sunday morning at 10
a.m.

 

We will share the details of phase 2 operations and safety protocols as we approach that phase of our re-opening. 
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RETURNING TO IN-PERSON GATHERINGS AT OLIVET

Welcoming you back
S L O W L Y  &  S A F E L Y

W E  A R E  E X C I T E D  T O  B E
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Help Keep
Our Worship Safe

Maintain at least 
 6' physical
distance between
households

Cancellations due to
weather will be

communicated online 
at olivet.org & on our
Facebook page by 

5:30 p.m.

You are feeling sick
You have been exposed to someone who
is sick in the past 14 days
You are a high-risk individual
You are not yet comfortable to return to
in-person worship

Seating will not be provided. Please bring chairs or
blankets for your own personal use. You are also
welcome to worship from your vehicle, but we ask that
you shut off the engine to allow others to hear. 

Masks are highly encouraged, but not required.

Remain contact free, avoiding handshakes and hugs.

Service information will not be printed but will be
available online at olivet.org/resources.

What to expect at outdoor
worship:

Please wait to join us if...

The church building will remain closed except for
door 7, providing access to the restroom. Parents are
asked to accompany their children into the church. 

Welcome back,
we've missed

you!


