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Sunday Mornings: 10 a.m. 
Live stream on the Olivet website 
& on WDAY 970AM

Wednesday Evenings: 5:45 p.m. 
Live stream on the Olivet website
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W E E K L Y  E M B L E M

It's not a secret how much
we love to start our day
here at Olivet with coffee,
conversation, and a good
donut! Join us online
following worship Sunday
mornings as we gather
virtually to connect for
fellowship. 

COFFEE &

FELLOWSHIP Each day, one of the
pastors will be sharing a
short message related to
the Wondrous Love Lenten
devotional. Catch it live in
the Olivet Lutheran Church
Facebook Group each
morning between 10-10:30
a.m. or call in to our daily
devotion line (241-0041),
which is back by popular
demand!

DAILY DEVOTION

Join Lay Minister Grant
Vanderford as we gather
around the cross to sing,
pray, and hear God's word
together. Call in to listen
or join in online.
 
872-240-3311
Access code: 485-812-173

PRAYER AROUND

THE CROSS

Join Pastor Bill at 10:30
a.m. on Thursday mornings
for scripture bible study.
You can call in to listen or
join in online.
 
1-224-501-3412
Access code: 495-564-213

SCRIPTURE BIBLE

STUDY

During this time of social-distance, it is important that we stay connected as an Olivet family. The good news is
that technology gives us the opportunity to connect in other ways. Worship with us Sundays and Wednesdays
online, gather in virtual groups to participate in a Bible study or fellowship time, tune in every morning for a
daily devotion. You'll find more information on the ways we're working to stay connected in this newsletter, on
olivet.org and through our Facebook page and group. Our office phone line is also being answered each day
between 8:30 a.m.-4:30 p.m. We look forward to connecting you with.

STAY CONNECTED

Although we are unable to worship in-person, you can continue to worship with us online or through our radio
broadcast. Worship with us live from our website at 10 a.m. Sunday mornings and at 5:45 p.m. on Wednesday
evenings. Recordings of the worship service are also available for you to view anytime. Our radio broadcast can
be found on WDAY 970 AM at 10 a.m. Sunday mornings.
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As we approach Holy Week, we all feel a sense of fear and uncertainties for our lives. We see the
cross, we feel our own humanness as we see Jesus suffering for us on the cross. A cross that that
reminds us of our own grief, our own shame, our own sin, our own humanness. The cross is also a
reminder that we will all die. How do we keep hope? We need to be reminded of the love shown
through Christ. We need to share in a hope that no matter what happens for us, we are given
baptismal promises. We are children of God, redeemed and cleansed of all guilt and shame. We are
given the promises of forgiveness and eternal life. We are to live that out…..how do we do this?
 
Some of you know that I have a trip to Germany planned in May. I hope to be able to visit deacon or
deaconess motherhouses. But, there is an uncertainty that this trip will take place. I have been
emailing back and forth with Pastor Christian Uptatel the tour director in Germany. He reminded all
those who are registered, that the Passion Play in Oberammergau, Germany was started after the
bubonic plaque hit this town. The town decided to host this play, despite the plaque. The town’s
death rate went down after they began the play. The passion play was to remind us of the death and
suffering of Christ – but also the gratitude that they experienced  for their healing and health. It is a
beautiful way to remember that cross and that hope given to us.  
 
Jesus gave us also an example on Maundy Thursday of how we are to continue living in the hope of
Christ. He did an amazing thing.  It was a custom at that time, when you were a guest that a servant,
a child, or someone in the house would have a basin and would wash the feet of those who were
guest. Now feet, were considered the most unclean part of the body. Only sandals, (if even that)
were worn. Feet would be dirty, dusty, calloused, blistered, and possibly have open wounds. But,
Jesus our Lord, grabs a towel and a bowl or basin, and washes their feet. Disciples protest and the
host was probably embarrassed.  But, Christ give us a command, to do as I have done.  It was an act
of love   Later Christ would say;   “By this everyone will know that you are my disciples, if you have
love for one another.” The foot washing has become a symbol of the deacon community – a ministry
of love and service. How do we show  appreciation for the love and hope given to us through Jesus?
Are you willing to “Go and do likewise” .  
 
One of the communities that we will be visiting is Bethel. This community worked with those who
were disabled, physically, mentally. The community provided care for those who were the least of
these. The community would work diligently to provided care and protection for those persons
during World War II, under the Nazis. It too was an example amidst fear that we are called to service
of love and hope.  
 
We may face challenges in the days ahead….can we be reminded of the cross and the promises given
to us through our Lord’s death and resurrection. Will we continue to share in remembrance and
gratitude? We will be willing to follow his calling to “Go and do likewise?”    
  
We also need to remember the messages that began with Christ’s birth as he entered into humanity,
"fear not." It was said to Zechariah, Mary, Anna, Joseph, and the Shepherds.  Hear those words as we
look at Christ,   on the cross.   Allow those words to enable us to respond to our world, today with
Christ’s love and care.

PARISH HEALTH NOTE
Written by Deacon Nurse, Brenda Bauer

News & Events


