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IT FELT LIKE GRIEF

Written by Senior Pastor Kris Gorden
We entered our church’s sanctuary, a beautiful and holy space, to shoot a video message to our congregation
concerning issues surrounding closings and postponements due to COVID-19. Going into that sanctuary, a
sacred fortress which gathered in the masses more regularly than just once a week, the word entered my being
and attached itself to the feeling of the last forty-eight hours.

It felt like grief. It is grief.
That room, safe and holy, would not hold God’s people for unknown weeks ahead. For fifty-five years it housed
occasions of greatest joy and deepest sorrow. Who knows how long it will stand silent and empty, awaiting to
fulfill its intended purpose?
Our world, our existence continues to spin the unexpected around and within us. Now, a previously unmade
word is in our every sentence and thought. COVID-19. It is destined to ring horror and chill through the years
for all who remember.
Everyday routines are being more than upset. A shattering occurs when we consider the strangeness of this
time. The uncertainly of this current state, its duration, its intensity, will keep us all a bit on edge for some
time to come. A sanctuary is to be the one place souls may join in proximity for comfort, consolation, and
hope. Now, social distancing is not even social, it is only distant. Overturned stomachs and aching hearts must
experience our primeval longing for community in new ways, and we’re not sure what to do with that. We
know we’ve lost something, and we’re not yet fully aware of what it is we’ve lost. Or how much.
It feels like grief. It is grief.
And grief is a strange, wild and untamed animal. It will force untold emotion through us at any given moment,
for any random reason. As we struggle with the unseen enemy we know as COVID-19, we struggle with much
welling up from deep within us. Feral grief can only lead us into fear’s darkness if we do not name it, address
it, and deal with it, even as we must allow the grief to happen. If not, only the ugliness of a life driven by fear
awaits us.
It feels like grief. It is grief.
This is why we must be diligent to care for our own souls as well as the souls of others in our midst. Even if it
must be from a socially distant safe place. Loving God and Neighbor and Self are vitally important at this
moment. Certainly, we must discover new ways to do this, in addition to rediscovering old ways, long
forgotten. Still, love must win the day. Take care of each other, because grief happens.
As it does, choose hope. Choose light. Choose love.
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News & Events

WORSHIP

Although we are unable to worship in-person, you can continue to
worship with us online or through our radio broadcast. Worship with us
live from our website at 10 a.m. Sunday mornings and at 5:45 p.m. on
Wednesday evenings. Recordings of the worship service are also
available for you to view anytime. Our radio broadcast can be found on
WDAY 970 AM at 10 a.m. Sunday mornings.

FINANCIAL UPDATE

At our March 15 Open Forum we were pleased to report that both February income and expenses were in line with budget.
Our annual mission plan depend on weekly offering to fulfill the the ministries of Olivet. Not only does a majority of the
giving happen in-person each week during worship services, our Fill the Cup campaign is a large part of how we fulfill our
benevolences, and our operating budget has a substantial line item for giving received during the Lenten season.

With in-person services suspended, we have
developed alternative ways for you to give your
offering. You can give online at olivet.org/give,
through the Olivet app, or you can mail your check to
us at 1330 S University Dr. Fargo, ND 58103. We thank
you for your continued support.

STAY CONNECTED

During this time of social-distance, it is important that we stay connected as an Olivet family. The good news is that
technology gives us the opportunity to connect in other ways. Worship with us Sundays and Wednesdays online, gather in
virtual groups to participate in a Bible study or fellowship time, tune in every morning for a daily devotion. You'll find more
information on the ways we're working to stay connected in this newsletter, on olivet.org and through our Facebook page
and group. Our office phone line is also being answered each day between 8:30 a.m.-4:30 p.m. We look forward to
connecting you with.

COFFEE &
FELLOWSHIP

It's not a secret how much
we love to start our day
here at Olivet with coffee,
conversation, and a good
donut! Join us online
following worship Sunday
mornings as we gather
virtually to connect for
fellowship.

DAILY DEVOTION

Each day, one of the
pastors will be sharing a
short message related to
the Wondrous Love Lenten
devotional. Catch it live in
the Olivet Lutheran Church
Facebook
Group
each
morning between 10-10:30
a.m. or call in to our daily
devotion line (241-0041),
which is back by popular
demand!

SCRIPTURE BIBLE
STUDY

Join Pastor Bill at 10:30
a.m. on Thursday mornings
for scripture bible study.
You can call in to listen or
join in online.
1-224-501-3412
Access code: 495-564-213

PRAYER AROUND
THE CROSS

Join Lay Minister Grant
Vanderford as we gather
around the cross to sing,
pray, and hear God's word
together. Call in to listen
or join in online.
872-240-3311
Access code: 485-812-173

