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FILL THE CUP LENTEN OFFERING

We invite you to participate in Olivet's second annual Fill the Cup Lenten
offering. Fill your cup throughout the week with any loose change or cash
at home and return it to church each Wednesday or Sunday during Lent.
The funds raised during this special offering support local & global
feeding and sheltering ministries. Recipients of last year's offering
included: Lutheran Partners in Global Ministry, Youthworks, the Great
Plains Food Bank, Churches United, The Gladys Ray Shelter, the
Emergency Food Pantry, YWCA of Cass Clay, and the Olivet Food Pantry.
Fill your cup and let it overflow for a good cause!
Last year we raised $10,279 and we would love to exceed that number
this year. Fill the Cup is sponsored by the Parish Life Social Outreach
commission and funds a large part of our benevolences for the year. Cups
are available in the Narthex and the church office.
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On March 8, from 10:15 a.m. - 1
p.m. we are heating things up
with our annual cook-off to
support Churches United. Come
and enjoy chili & homemade
chocolate desserts. All donations
for the meal will go to Churches
United.

Sign up to participate at Olivet.org/signup (volunteers & donations other
than chili and chocolate are also needed). Your chili contribution may be
the winner! Chili and chocolate should be brought to the church on
Sunday, March 8 by 9:30 a.m. If you can't stay but want to participate, we
will prepare you a meal to go!

PRAYER SHAWLS NEEDED

Attention knitters & crocheters, we are in need of prayer shawls that will
be distributed to individuals in our community. Preferred size is at least
3'x5'. Patterns and yarn are available to pick up at the church. For
additional details, see Deacon Nurse Brenda. We will be gathering to
share what we are working on the afternoon and evening of March 25.
Additional information can be found under the event in the "Save the
Date" section of this newsletter.

WORSHIP SERVICES
Sunday Mornings: 8:30 a.m. & 10:30 a.m.
10:00 a.m. on WDAY 970AM
Wednesday Evenings: 5:45 p.m.
Communion services are the 1st & 3rd
Sunday of each month and every
Wednesday.

FINANCIAL PEACE
UNIVERSITY

Financial Peace University (FPU) is a ninelesson money management class designed to
teach solid financial principles including
handling money wisely, saving for the future,
paying off and avoiding debt, and giving
generously. This course will show you how to
leave the money stress behind and give you
the steps necessary to live the life you have
imagined.
Classes will be held at Olivet on Sunday
evenings from 6:30-7:30 p.m. March 8 - May 10
(no class on April 12, Easter Sunday). The cost
for the adult course is $99 per household.
Sign up and pay at olivet.org/signup.

WORSHIP LEADERS
Senior Pastor Kris Gorden
Pastor
Bill Boelter
Pastor
Tiffany Sundeen
Lay Minister
Grant Vanderford
Deacon
Brenda Bauer
Music
Marlys Herring

CONNECT WITH US
Phone: 701.235.6603
Email: info@Olivet.org
Web: www.Olivet.org
App: download the MyChurch app
or text "Olivet App" to 77977
Facebook.com/olivetlutheran
Instagram.com/olivet_fargo

News & Events

LENT & HOLY WEEK SCHEDULE
LENTEN WEDNESDAYS
12:30-1:15 p.m. Prayer Around the Cross
5-5:35 p.m. Dinner
5:45 p.m. Worship with Holden Evening Prayer
6:30-7 p.m. Dinner
PALM SUNDAY (April 5)
8:30 a.m. Worship with Holy Communion
10:30 a.m. Worship with Holy Communion
MAUNDY THURSDAY (April 9)
5-5:35 p.m. Dinner
5:45 p.m. Worship with Holy Communion
6:30-7 p.m. Dinner
GOOD FRIDAY (April 10)
7:30 p.m. Tenebrae Service "Seven Last Words of Christ"
10 p.m. Tenebrae Service led by Celebrate! Band
EASTER SUNDAY (April 12)
6:30 a.m. Sunrise Worship with Holy Communion
7:30-9:30 a.m. Easter Breakfast
8 a.m. Traditions Easter Worship with Holy Communion
9:30 a.m. Traditions Easter Worship with Holy Communion
11 a.m. Celebrate! Easter Worship with Holy Communion

OLIVET'S YOUTH SERVE LENTEN
DINNERS

Throughout the Lenten season, Olivet youth will once
again serve dinner each Wednesday evening to help raise
funds for Olivet activities, retreats, and trips. Come and
support our youth by enjoying a home-cooked meal.
Dinner will be served from 5-5:35 p.m. and from 6:30-7 p.m.
All meals are served with a salad bar, rolls, assorted
desserts, coffee & water.
March 4: Baked ham, cheesy potatoes, green beans
March 11: Pork loin, au gratin potatoes, balsamic roasted
broccoli
March 18: Meatloaf, mashed potatoes & gravy, snow peas
March 25: Chicken & dressing, steamed vegetables
April 1: Bacon wrapped stuffed chicken, rice pilaf, glazed
carrots
April 9 (Maundy Thursday): Choice of assorted soups and
breads
Adults $6 , children $4 (10 and under), family maximum $20

EASTER FLOWERS
Please let us know if you would like to help cover the cost of
beautifying our Sanctuary and Atrium for Easter. Your
donation, which can be given in memory or in honor of
someone in your life, will enable us to purchase blooming
plants, lilies, and palms. Forms will be in the Sunday
bulletins and also available in the church office. On the form,
please let us know if you wish to pick up a plant after the 11
a.m. Easter Service (only one plant per donation, please).

March 8, 2020

SPOTLIGHT MINISTRY: OLIVET QUILTERS

The Olivet quilters meet each Wednesday, September through May, from 9 a.m. to noon. All are welcome to join this group
and no experience is necessary. The quilters share their gifts with many local and global organizations. Shortly before
Christmas, the quilters spread holiday joy in our community by distributing 94 quilts to 12 local charities and 114 pillowcase
dresses were donated to Operation Shoe Box, in partnership with First Lutheran. The quilters also make baby quilts for the
newly baptized at Olivet. A recent and ongoing project is making padded seat belt protectors for Essentia cancer care
patients with implanted chest ports to make car rides more comfortable. At least 75 have been made and shared.
Many of the beautiful quilts completed by this talented group will be on display throughout the church and sanctuary on
Quilters Sunday, May 3, 2020. Following Quilters Sunday, a quilt will be presented to each Olivet high school graduate and
the remaining quilts will be distributed between Lutheran World Relief and our local charities. There is a continuous need
for donations of clean, gently used sheets, mattress pads, lightweight blankets and fabrics suitable for quilt tops. To
continue making the dresses, any pillowcases, trims and extra wide double fold bias tape would be appreciated (no
upholstery fabric, please).

News & Events

PASTOR'S PEN
Written by Pastor Bill Boelter
Then Jesus told his disciples, "If any want to become my followers, let them deny themselves and take up their cross and
follow me.”- Matthew 16:24
It’s Lent!
Years ago, I developed a friendship with a pastor from an Assemblies of God congregation in another town. He was a very
interesting person who was always open to discussions about theology and faith traditions. I eventually told him that I
thought that he was really a closet Lutheran. He had a very genuine understanding of grace and admitted that it was not
what his faith tradition meant by that term. Just before he left the area, I told him that if he ever wanted to come out of
the closet and become a confessing Lutheran, I would be there for him. He just laughed.
I share this story because Lent was not one of the seasons of the Church year that his congregation observed, and he
would often express his regret that it was not part of the Assemblies’ traditions. He told me that he thought that spending
40 days before the celebration of Easter focusing on the passion of Christ put the cross at the center of the proclamation
of resurrection (see why I thought he was a closet Lutheran!). He expressed his conviction that Lent gave a new
perspective to Jesus’ invitation to follow. “It isn’t just me and Jesus,” he said, “it’s Jesus and the rest of the hurting,
hungering, homeless world. When Jesus invites me to follow, he also invites the rest of suffering humanity and I have to
get involved with them as well.”
Several years ago, several members of Olivet and Trinity Lutheran in Moorhead took a trip to the Holy Land. As we
traveled through the land of Israel, we had a guide named Andre. He was a Christian Arab Israeli with a degree in
archaeology. As we followed him through towns and villages and finally through the city of Jerusalem, I realized that
without him we would have gotten hopelessly lost. We needed a guide to lead us, not only so that we would not get lost
but so that we could make sense of piles of old stones and places that were unfamiliar to us. His guidance gave meaning
to our journey.
My pastor friend and our experience in Israel remind me that Lent stands at the very center of the Christian proclamation
giving meaning to who we are, fashioning what we are about and reminding us where our hope lies. Jesus is indeed our
Savior but also our guide through life and the story of his passion is the story of God’s wondrous love for us. Lent invites
us to gather as Jesus’ followers and hear once again the most important message in all of human history and then with
cleansed hearts and renewed spirits allow this Jesus to guide us through the rest of life and experience the joy of sharing
the wondrous love of God with a troubled, divisive and hurting world.

DID YOU KNOW?

Each week we will begin to include a "Did You Know" in the Emblem.
These short informational blurbs are intended to provide insight and
education about a variety of topics and happenings at Olivet. We hope
you enjoy this new feature and feel more connected because of it.
Did you know each month the weekly Emblem follows the format
below?
Week 1: Pastor's Pen
Week 2: Milestones & Memorials
Week 3: Council Corner
Week 4: Financial Update
Week 5: Parish Health
In addition, each week a different ministry is highlighted as our
"Spotlight Ministry." If you see something that sparks your interest,
we encourage you to reach out and get involved!
You may have noticed that many of the articles regarding upcoming
events are published multiple times leading up to the event. This is to
serve as a reminder, as well as to reach those that may not be able to
attend every week. Our goal is to keep our members & visitors
informed about all the wonderful things that are happening at Olivet.

PRAYER AROUND THE
CROSS

Join us in the Olivet Atrium for a simple
worship service each Wednesday afternoon
during Lent from 12:30-1:15 p.m. We gather
around the cross to sing, pray, and hear
God's Word together. All are welcome!

LENTEN DEVOTIONALS

Wondrous Love provides a daily devotion
throughout the Lenten season, beginning
with Ash Wednesday. Devotions begin with
an evocative image and a brief passage
from the Gospel of Matthew along with a
thought or verse to ponder, reflection, and
a prayer. Pick up your copy at the church.
Large print versions are available by
request on a first come, first serve basis.

Save the Date
Save the Date highlights upcoming events for the next 3-4 weeks that occur on a monthly basis or less. For details on events
further in the future or events that are held at Olivet but hosted by another organization, please visit olivet.org/events,
speak with your group leader regarding the upcoming schedule, or call the church office at 701.235.6603.
SUNDAY 3/1: NEW MEMBER ORIENTATION
9:30-10:20 a.m. Additional information can be found within this
newsletter. Signup in the church office.
TUESDAY 3/3: COFFEE & CHRIST 7-8 AM
Hey 6-12 graders, did you know that Jesus loves you a latte? But
seriously, why not kick off your day with your Olivet friends? We will
meet at Sandy's Donuts on 45th Street South at 7 a.m. Olivet will
buy your first donut, we will run through a fun devo and provide a
ride to school. See you bright and early!
THURSDAY 3/5: CANCER CARE GROUP 3-4:30 PM
If you or a family member are facing cancer, join us for a time of
sharing, support, and general care. There is a spiritual reflection
time and light refreshments are served.
THURSDAY 3/5: SOUL SISTERS 7-8:30 PM
Join Pastor Tiffany & the Soul Sisters group in the lounge as we
discuss chapter five of the book Inspired by Rachel Held Evans.

WEDNESDAY 4/1: OPERATION LOVE 9 AM-1 PM
Operation Love is a ministry event of the women of Olivet. It is a
time to gather together to finish quilts that have been worked on all
winter, to collect personal care kits, school kits, baby care kits, and
fabric kits. These items, including quilts, will be packaged and sent
to Lutheran World Relief in May. There is morning coffee and a salad
luncheon at noon provided by the circles. Anyone is welcome to
attend, join us to work or for the fellowship.
THURSDAY 4/2: CANCER CARE GROUP 3-4:30 PM
If you or a family member are facing cancer, join us for a time of
sharing, support, and general care. There is a spiritual reflection
time and light refreshments are served.
THURSDAY 4/2: TEAR SOUP 5:30-7:30 PM
We gather over a warm bowl of soup and fresh bread as we share in
caring for each other in our grief. Soup's on at 6 p.m. followed by
discussion. This monthly gathering is open to Olivet members and
non-members. March's topic: the stress of grief and how that stress
affects our body, mind, and spirit.

FRIDAY 3/6: READING RELIGIOUSLY 12 PM
Join us in the lounge the first Friday of each month as we discuss
books that touch our hearts and souls. March's discussion will be
about the book Where the Crawdads Sing by Delia Owens.

THURSDAY 4/2: SOUL SISTERS 7-8:30 PM
Join Pastor Tiffany & the Soul Sisters group in the lounge as we
discuss chapters six & seven of the book Inspired by Rachel Held
Evans.

FRIDAY 3/6: FRIDAY FELLOWSHIP 2-3:30 PM
Nola Storm will be sharing highlights from her trip to El Salvador.

FRIDAY 4/3: READING RELIGIOUSLY 12 PM
Join us in the lounge the first Friday of each month as we discuss
books that touch our hearts and souls. April's discussion will be
about the book The Art of Racing in the Rain by Garth Stein.

SUNDAY 3/8: NEW MEMBER ORIENTATION
9:30-10:20 a.m. Additional information can be found within this
newsletter. Signup in the church office.
SUNDAY 3/8: CHILI & CHOCOLATE
Join us from 10:15 a.m. - 1 p.m. in Fellowship Hall for this annual
fundraiser that supports Churches United. Additional information
can be found within this newsletter.

FRIDAY 4/3: FRIDAY FELLOWSHIP 2-3:30 PM
Nancy Farnahm, daughter of Howard & Dorothy Barlow, will be
sharing information on the benefits of music therapy.

SUNDAY 3/8: BLOOD PRESSURE SCREENING
Blood pressure screenings are held the second Sunday of the month
between worship services in the Parish Health office.
THURSDAY 3/12: TEAR SOUP 5:30-7:30 PM
We gather over a warm bowl of soup and fresh bread as we share in
caring for each other in our grief. Soup's on at 6 p.m. followed by
discussion. This monthly gathering is open to Olivet members and
non-members. March's topic: the stress of grief and how that stress
affects our body, mind, and spirit.
TUESDAY 3/17: CIRCLE GROUPS MEET
Pricilla Circle (9:15-11 a.m.), Miriam Circle (9:30-11 a.m.) & Martha
Circle (9:30-11 a.m.).
WEDNESDAY 3/25: PRAYER SHAWL MINISTRY
GATHERING 4-5 PM & 6:30-7:30 PM
Whether you are already involved in making prayer shawls for Olivet
or are looking to become involved, we invite you to join us before or
after worship on Wednesday, March 25. Come and share what you
are working on, pick up a new pattern or two, or just spend some
time with others who are interested in crocheting or knitting.
THURSDAY 3/26: KITCHEN CLEANING 12 PM
Help keep the Olivet kitchen in tip-top shape. All help is welcome!

WEEKLY RECURRING EVENTS
In addition to worship, Olivet offers a number of ways to
connect on a weekly basis. We would love to have you join us!

Sundays, 9:30-10:20 a.m. Learning & Sharing
Sundays, 9:30-10:20 a.m. Sunday School
Mondays, 1-2 p.m. Women of the Bible
Tuesdays, 5-6:30 p.m. Bell Choir
Wednesdays, 9 a.m.-12 p.m. Quilting
Wednesdays, 5-6:45 p.m. Dinner
Wednesdays, 5:45-6:35 p.m. Wednesday School
Wednesdays, 6:30-7:30 p.m. Oliversity (Off during Lent)
Wednesdays, 6:30-7 p.m. Joy & Cherub Choir
Wednesdays, 7-8:15 p.m. Olivet Choir
Wednesdays, 7-8:15 p.m. Confirmation (Off during Lent)
Thursdays, 10:30 a.m.-12 p.m. Scripture Bible Study
Thursdays, 1-2 p.m. History of Christianity Study
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