
WORSHIP SERVICES

Sunday Mornings: 8:30 a.m. & 10:30 a.m.
10:00 a.m. on WDAY 970AM

Wednesday Evenings: 5:45 p.m.
 
Communion services are the 1st & 3rd
Sunday of each month and every
Wednesday.

CONNECT WITH US

Phone: 701.235.6603
Email: info@Olivet.org
Web: www.Olivet.org
App: download the MyChurch app
or text "Olivet App" to 77977
Facebook.com/olivetlutheran
Instagram.com/olivet_fargo
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W E E K L Y  E M B L E M

Although our formal Christmas celebrations have concluded, there is still much to celebrate. As we all know, to live Christmas

is to carry it throughout the year. Can you imagine if we all held that same Christmas spirit for the other 364 days? To do so is

often difficult. Yet, perhaps a few reminders may help us as we move into the year 2020.

 

As always, the music of the season was fabulous.  The Children’s Christmas Program on December 15 provided that powerful

time as our young people told the story through song. We once again enjoyed the Peder Eide Christmas Concert on December

18. All of our Christmas Eve and Christmas Day services held the hopeful tunes of Yuletide. Our Olivet Choir and Celebrate

Band put in faithful time in order to bring music to our ears. The Christmas Eve Orchestra, (a 35-piece ensemble), provided

awe-inspiring sounds for worshipers. Indeed, the music of the season continues Sunday, January 5 at 5 p.m. with our Epiphany

Event. An immense thank-you goes to all our musicians who offer their God-given gifts and talents to glorify the One born of

Mary.

 

Worship services filled the sanctuary with eager hearts, longing to hear the story again. Attendance was up significantly. For

the 29th year, Olivet’s partnership with Nativity Catholic Church for the Annual Christmas Eve Dinner provided a safe

gathering for the masses. We served 740 meals here at Olivet, as well as sending over 100 meals to Churches United for the

Homeless. It would be a mistake to overlook the bingo games, as literally hundreds of prizes are distributed throughout the

evening. Over 80 volunteers offer their time on Christmas Eve, and hundreds of others make numerous donations. The event is

truly a blessing for all.

 

A little bit of the Christmas Spirit goes a long way. May the Love and Mystery of Christmas carry you through the new year.

CHRISTMAS RECAP



[The angel said], “She will bear a son, and you are to name him Jesus, for he will save his people from their sins.” All this

took place to fulfill what had been spoken by the Lord through the prophet: “Look, the virgin shall conceive and bear a son,

and they shall call him Emmanuel,” which means, “God is with us.”—Matthew 1:21-23

 

I’ve seen God with us in many ways this last year. The strength of the Lord moves through this faithful and resilient

congregation in meaningful connections. We remain a vibrant people of God, who seek to grow and live out our faith, all

because of the One who promises to be with us. God is in control. God is in charge. This is Good News.

 

In our community, lives are changed. Mine, too. My personal journey also reveals a God who will not let go. During my

treatment for addiction I encountered a host of angels, through whom God works miracles. Through counselors, spiritual

guides, and other patients, healing and hope come to many transformed lives. Christian community is given to us in order to

accomplish the same change in hearts and souls.

 

Throughout the coming year, we will experience a renewed focus on the transformed Christian life. All mission and ministry

will focus on the question, “How does this bring transformation to the individual as well as community?” When fiercely

honest with ourselves, each of us desire something to change or grow deep within our being. May Olivet always be a

community for those seeking newness of soul. 

 

Olivet’s Children, Youth and Family Ministries continue to grow and change lives. We will concentrate our stewardship

thoughts around the invitation, “Experience the Joy of Giving”. Study and fellowship opportunities will grow and keep us

centered on lives continually turning back to the Grace of God. Our service will reach our community needs, changing lives on

both sides of the equation.

 

We now move from our Christmas celebrations into Epiphany, the season of light. Epiphany is literally a coming to light, a

revelation, a manifestation of Jesus among us. 

 

May 2020 find your heart drawn back to the merciful love of our Savior. Have a Blessed New Year.

 

Peace,

 

Pastor Kris Gorden

PASTOR'S PEN
Written by Senior Pastor Kris Gorden

Number of new members: 42

Number of baptisms: 21

Number of worshipers in attendance on Easter: 1273

Number of funerals (Olivet members): 29

Number of worshipers in attendance on Christmas Eve: 1477

Number of hours spent preparing lefse: 375

Number of adult volunteers needed to help with worship each week: 30

Number of additional dollars paid on mortgage principal: $37,990

Number of staff: 10 (FT) & 16 (PT)

Number of organizations that use Olivet as their meeting space every week: 15

Number of students confirmed: 21

Number of musicians involved in choirs, bell choir, and celebrate band per week: 70

Number of shares of stock purchased in Olivet Youth: 830

Number of people fed during the Christmas Eve dinner: 740

Number of home & hospital visits completed: 700+

Number of dollars paid out to outreach ministry: $111,201

Number of people in attendance at worship (weekly average): 420

Number of hours Bob spent resetting Fellowship Hall & shoveling snow: Too many to count!

2019 YEAR IN REVIEW 
BY THE NUMBERS

News & Events



A generous person will prosper; whoever refreshes others will be refreshed. ~Proverbs 11:25
 

2019 was a busy year in the Olivet Food Pantry! We kicked off the new year with generous donations from the Sertoma

Holiday Lights in Lindenwood Park event, followed in February with the Spread the Love food drive. In November we were

once again the recipients of a generous donation of Thanksgiving meals, allowing us to give away 55 turkeys and all the

fixings. In the two evenings that the pantry was open in November, we fed: 74 individual families, 136 children, 151 adults, 39

seniors ...and handed out 2,410 total pounds of food. 

 

Over the summer of 2019, we adjusted our schedule from being open the first and third Monday of each month to being open

the first Monday, making exceptions in September for Labor Day, and in November, when we gave away the Thanksgiving

meals. We will continue with this schedule into the new year.

 

We are grateful for all the monetary donations made in memory of loved ones, as well as the physical donations made almost

daily in our drop-off carts. It is the spirit of generosity at Olivet and in the greater FM community that makes it possible for

us to do this work. We also rely heavily on volunteers. It takes about 20 volunteers giving over 30 hours each month to keep

the pantry running. If you would like to join the team, please contact Kim at kjrensch@gmail.com. 

 

Thank you to all of our volunteers who graciously gave of your time in 2019 to do the work that God calls us to. We look

forward to another year of serving God and our community in 2020!

SPOTLIGHT MINISTRY: OLIVET FOOD PANTRY

The Annual Congregational meeting will be held at 9:30 a.m. in Fellowship Hall on Sunday, February 9, 2020. The agenda will

include approval of the 2020 Mission Plan. In addition, the Nominating Committee will present a slate of candidates at the

Annual Meeting for election to the Church Council and the Olivet Foundation.

ANNUAL CONGREGATIONAL MEETING

EPIPHANY EVENT

SUNDAY, JANUARY 5 FROM 5 - 7PM

Make sure you join us for an evening like no other. On Sunday, January 5, all of Olivet's

organized music groups will be on deck for a continuous stream of music celebrating

Epiphany, the day that the Three Wisemen visit the newborn Jesus, the "12th Day of

Christmas." Close your eyes and refresh your soul as you listen to beautiful music.

Following the music performances in the Sanctuary, the Atrium will be decked out with

colors, clothes, lights, and tastes of the customs of various world cultures. Do not miss

this one of a kind event wrapping up the holiday season. Invite someone to come. In the

past, we have had visitors from as far away as The East...

 

In the dark times of our lives,  Christ breaks in and give us hope.  Epiphany is the season

of light and God being revealed to us through Jesus.  Olivet Parish Health will be hosting

a  Health Series on Sunday morning in January to help us be aware of the need to care

for ourselves in mind, body, and spirit.  Join us for the following special speakers and

programs from 9:30 – 10:20 a.m. on Sundays in Fellowship Hall.

 

FINDING LIGHT IN THE DARK TIMES:

LEARNING & SHARING MENTAL HEALTH SERIES

Sunday, January 5: 

Why is Light important for Us? A special speaker on Seasonal Affective Disorder and

the sharing of one member's story.

Sunday, January 12: 

Suicide Prevention “You can make a difference!”  Led by Sarah Dixon Hackey.

Sunday, January 19: 

Exploring complimentary and integrative therapies to be healthier mentally,

emotionally, and spiritually.  Led by Sarah Morrau

Sunday, January 26: 

“Spiritual Direction” as a resource when we face crossroads.  Led by Spiritual Director

and Counselor Ellen Zaeske from Valley Christian Counseling.

COOKS NEEDED

What is better than a home-cooked
meal? How about a home-cooked
meal during the week! For much of
the year, Rick and Shannon
prepare the Wednesday night meals
for all to enjoy, but in true ND
fashion they are headed South for
a few weeks, which means we need
you! The menus are planned, the
grocery lists are made and the
recipes are written out, we just
need a couple of volunteers to pull
it all together. Your help is needed
January 22 - March 4. Volunteer
for one week or volunteer for all!

News & Events



 

T o  f i n d  o u t  m o r e  a b o u t  w h a t ' s  h a p p e n i n g  a t  O l i v e t ,  v i s i t  o l i v e t . o r g / e v e n t s

1330 SOUTH UNIVERSITY DRIVE - FARGO, ND 58103

Save the Date

JANUARY 5: EPIPHANY EVENT 5-7 PM

This special event will engage all your senses. Join us for
music, lights, food, and fun. 

JAN. 17 - 19: ICE FISHING RETREAT

Join the fun at Lake of the Woods Bible Camp in Baudette,
MN for our annual ice fishing retreat. The cost is $75 per
adult and $35 for those 18 years and under. Fish house
rentals are extra. To signup contact Pastor Kris Gorden, 235-
6603, kgorden@olivet.org or Mark Magness, 701-361-3128,
mjmagness@cableone.net

WELCOME TO OLIVET, WE ARE GLAD YOU ARE HERE!

Please sign the welcome pad in the pew. The nursery is located in the SW hall for children ages 3 and under
& restrooms with changing tables are located in the middle hall. Large print copies of the bulletin, scripture
readings and hymns are available. Please see an usher if you would like a copy. Hearing assistive devices
and instructions for audio to text for the hearing impaired are available in the church office. 

JANUARY 19: YOUTH SKI TRIP 1-10:30 PM 

Hey 6th - 12th graders - we've planned a ski trip just for you!
Grab your snow pants, mittens, & friends and join us as we
head to Andes Tower Hills in Alexandria to downhill ski,
cross country ski, and snowboard. The cost is $30 (additional
$5 to snowboard) and includes transportation, rentals, and
lift ticket. Signup details can be found at olivet.org/events.

JANUARY 30 - FEBRUARY 1: FEED MY

STARVING CHILDREN

Olivet will be packing meals during the Feed My Starving
Children mobile pack at the Scheels Arena. Stay tuned for
details on time and how to signup with the Olivet group.

FEBRUARY 9: ANNUAL CONGREGATIONAL

MEETING 9:30 AM

The Annual Congregational meeting will be held at 9:30 a.m.
in Fellowship Hall on Sunday, February 9. 

FEBRUARY 7: FRIDAY FELLOWSHIP 

2-3:30 PM

Stay tuned for additional details!

FEBRUARY 6: SOUL SISTERS 7-8:30 PM

Join Pastor Tiffany and the Soul Sisters group in the lounge
as we discuss chapter four of the book Inspired by Rachel
Held Evans.

FEBRUARY 2: YOUTH LED WORSHIP 

8:30 AM & 10:30 AM

Our worship services on Sunday, February 2, will be
highlighting youth in grades 6 - 12 and their gifts for
leadership and ministry. If you (or a young person in your
family) would like to participate, contact Tyler or Kaia at
youth@olivet.org

FEBRUARY 2: 2020 MISSION PLAN

OVERVIEW 9:30 AM

During Learning & Sharing on Sunday, February 2nd,
members of the Church Council will be presenting an
overview of the 2020 Mission Plan in preparation for the
Annual Congregational Meeting that will be held on
February 9th. 

FEBRUARY 7: READING RELIGIOUSLY 12 PM

Join us in the conference room the first Friday of each month  
as we discuss books that touch our hearts and souls.
February's discussion will be about the book  Maybe You
Should Talk to Someone by Lori Gottlieb.

FEBRUARY 6: CANCER CARE GROUP 

3-4:30 PM

If you or a family member are facing cancer, join us for a time
of sharing, support, and general care. There is a spiritual
reflection time and light refreshments are served. 

Save the Date includes upcoming events for the next 3-4 weeks that occur on a monthly basis or less. For details on weekly
recurring events not listed here (including a variety of  bible studies), events further in the future, or events that are held at

Olivet but hosted by another organization,  please visit olivet.org/events, speak with your group leader regarding the
upcoming  schedule, or call the church office at 701.235.6603.

JANUARY 26: JAZZ SUNDAY 

8:30 AM & 10:30 AM

Bill Law and an ensemble of professional musicians will lead
the music at both worship services on Sunday, January 26. 
Come ready to swing and sway, and sing along with Bill and
his friends, enjoying the diverse styles of American jazz,
which had its origins in blues and gospel music.  

JANUARY 9: SOUL SISTERS 7-8:30 PM

It’s never too late to become a soul sister! We welcome you to
join us as we discuss the book Inspired by Rachel Held
Evans.   We will meet in the lounge and will be discussing
chapter three of the book. There is always space for one
more! The conversation is down to earth and the support &
encouragement are inspiring ways to start a new year.

JANUARY 7: BREAKFAST CLUB 7-8 AM

Olivet youth, come and enjoy breakfast with our Youth
Ministry team at the crack of dawn the first Tuesday of every
month. We'll meet in the Upper Room, enjoy a hot breakfast
followed by a devo and then provide rides to school, All are
welcome so bring your friends!


